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Christ the King     November 23, 2025, 8:15 am 
(P=Pastor, C=Congregation, *=please stand) (Please silence all electronic devices as we give our attention to God's 
presence in this holy place.)  
 

Gathering Music: Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven - Cherwien 
 

(At this time, you may wish to reflect on the following prayer: Almighty God thank you for being our merciful 
and servant King. Reign over us today with your gracious promises that we may be healed of all our 
afflictions of body and soul and be freed to worship and praise you with all our hearts, hands, and voices. In 
Jesus precious and royal name, we pray. Amen.) 
 

Welcome, Announcements, Prayer Concerns, Joys, and Concerns 
 

(Acolyte lights the candles during the prelude music.) 
 

Prelude: Lead On, O King Eternal – arr. Stewart  Handbell Choir 
 

*Invocation and Order of Confession and Forgiveness 
P: In joy and thanksgiving we begin our worship in the name of the Father, and of the  
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  
C: Amen. 
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  
 

(Please kneel or stand and observe a time of silence for self-examination.) 
 

P: Since we are confident of God’s forgiveness because of Christ’s sacrifice of Himself 
on the cross, let us confess our sins to God, our Father. 
C: Heavenly Father, we confess that by nature we regularly sin without even 
thinking. Our thoughts, words, and deeds reflect the world around us rather than 
the grace You have showered upon us. We have not loved You above all things; 
we have loved ourselves more than our neighbors. Without Your help, we cannot 
free ourselves. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, forgive us; by 
the power of Your Holy Spirit, renew in us clean hearts and willing minds that we 
glorify Your holy name each day until we see the paradise You have so graciously 
promised us. 
P: The promises of God are sure! By the blood of Jesus’ cross He has made peace with 
us and reconciled us to Himself. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  C: Amen. 



*Opening Hymn:  
 

 
Public Domain 

  
 



*Apostolic Greeting + 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  
C: And also with you.  
 

*Hymn of Praise: 

 



*Salutation 

 
*Prayer of the Day: 
P:  Let us pray… Almighty and everlasting God, you have crowned your Son as King 
and, by him, will renew your whole creation. May the families of the earth now torn apart 
and yoked by sin find liberty in him and be subjected to his gentle rule. Grant this, we 
pray, through the same Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 
First Lesson: Malachi 3:13-18 
(The Lord chastised the people for turning away from him and speaking against him, lifting up the wicked 
and putting God to the test. Then those in the community repented and wrote a book of remembrance 
before the Lord. God changed his mind and promised to spare the righteous who served him.) 
 

13“Your words have been hard against me, says the Lord. But you say, ‘How have we 
spoken against you?’ 14You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our 
keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the Lord of hosts? 15And now we 
call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test, and 
they escape.’” 16Then those who feared the Lord spoke with one another. The Lord paid 
attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of those 
who feared the Lord and esteemed his name. 17“They shall be mine, says the Lord of 
hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare them as a 
man spares his son who serves him. 18Then once more you shall see the distinction 
between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does 
not serve him.” 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.    

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm: 95:1-7a (read responsively)  
(Let the congregation come into the presence of God with joyful and thankful hearts. Let us sing songs of 
praise to the Lord our God, said the psalmist. Everything from the sea to the dry land are his because he 
made them.) 
 

L:1Come, let us sing to the Lord; let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
C:2Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving and raise a loud shout to 
him with psalms. 
L:3For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods. 
C:4In his hand are the caverns of the earth, and the heights of the hills are his 
also. 
 



L:5The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands have molded the dry land. 
C:6Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, and kneel before the Lord our 
Maker. 
L:7aFor he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 
 
 
Second Lesson: Colossians 1:13-20 
(St. Paul, in his introduction to his letter to the church in Colossae, describes the uniqueness of Christ, 
saying he is the image — the very likeness — of the invisible God. Christ is also the “firstborn of all 
creation,” meaning he is the heir of all things, the inheritor of the Father’s kingdom, and yet fully One with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit.) 
 

13He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of 
his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 15He is the 
image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by him all things were 
created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones, dominions, 
rulers, or authorities — all things were created through him and for him. 17And he is 
before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18And he is the head of the body, 
the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might 
be preeminent. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through 
him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by 
the blood of his cross. 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
*Alleluia Verse+  

 
 
*Gospel Announcement  
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the 23rd chapter.  

 
 
 



Gospel: Luke 23:27-43 
(As the women wept in the face of Jesus’ impending crucifixion, he urged them not to weep for him; instead, 
they were to weep for themselves and their children because of the darkness that is to come. It would be 
better that wombs were barren than to have to endure the present trials and imminent destruction.) 
 

27There followed {Jesus} a great multitude of the people and of women who were 
mourning and lamenting for him. 28But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of 
Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29For 
behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs 
that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30Then they will begin to say to the 
mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31For if they do these things when the 
wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 32Two others, who were criminals, were 
led away to be put to death with him. 33And when they came to the place that is called 
The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his 
left. 34And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they 
cast lots to divide his garments. 35And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers 
scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, 
his Chosen One!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 
37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an 
inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 39One of the criminals who were 
hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40But the 
other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same 
sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward 
of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42And he said, “Jesus, remember 
me when you come into your kingdom.” 43And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today 
you will be with me in paradise.” 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord.  
 

 
 
 
Children’s Sermon:  Pastor Ray  
 

Sermon: Pastor Ray 
*The Votum 
 
 
 
 
 



*Hymn of the Day:  
 

 
Public Domain          
 



*The Nicene Creed                               
     We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; of 
all that is seen and unseen.  
     We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from True God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake, he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again, in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
     We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son; With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 
*The Prayers (Please respond “Hear our prayer.”)   
C: Amen. 
 

*Passing of the Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. (We greet one another in the name of the Lord) 
 

Offertory: Crown Him with Many Crowns – arr. Hayes 
 

*Offertory Response:  

 



*Offertory Prayer 
P: Let us pray: Loving God, 
C: We give you thanks for the generous gifts you have first given us. May that 
which we offer to you, come joyfully from our hearts and be pleasing in your sight 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

*The Great Thanksgiving, 

 
 

*Preface:  
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who, having created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin 
Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, 
thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 



*Eucharistic Prayer: 
P: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 
You created and sent Your only begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-
availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body 
and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, 
from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve 
us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
*Words of Institution 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer          
P: Lord remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray… 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P: Come, for all is now ready 
 
Lamb of God    

 
 



Distribution of Holy Communion (at the altar) 
 
Communion Hymn: LBW456 The King of Love My Shepherd Is 
 
*Blessing 
 

*Post Communion Canticle:  

 

 
 
 
 
*Post Communion Prayer: + 
P: Let us pray. Holy and Eternal God, you have fed, nourished, and forgiven us at your 
holy table. Send us now into the world to share the good news of your salvation with all 
we meet, in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.  
C: Amen. 
*Benediction   
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

(The acolyte extinguishes the candles during the hymn.) 

 
 
 
 
 



*Recessional Hymn:  

 

 

 

Public Domain 

 



*Dismissal: 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude: Jig Fugue - Buxtehude 
+ Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress License 7654-L. §Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish Series A Pt 2. 

 
WELCOME! Thank you for joining for worship! In the name of Jesus Christ, Saint 
Paul Lutheran Church is committed to praising, praying, and proclaiming the 
Word of God. All baptized Christians who have received their first communion are 
invited to join us for Holy Communion believing as we do that Christ is truly present in 
this holy meal. Please join us again! 
 
Theme of the Day: On this last day of the Church year, we celebrate the kingship of 
Jesus as we hear of God’s impending judgment and the separation of the righteous from 
the wicked. As he was led toward death, our Savior warned those who mourned that 
things would get worse before they got better. Moments later, from the cross of his 
murder, he pronounced a thief forgiven and assured him they would meet in Paradise 
soon. 
 

SAINT PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
250 Trinity Road   York, PA 17408   717-792-1650 

PASTOR: Rev. Neil Ray        E-mail: pastorray@saintpaultrinity.org 
                   Cell phone: 717-228-8991    

ADMIN ASST: Jane Thoman                    Church office: 717-792-1650 
                               E-mail: parishadmin@saintpaultrinity.org   
WEBSITE:  www.saintpaultrinity.org         WIFI: John3:16 
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Carol Moscony   musicdirector@saintpaultrinity.org 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Carol Frey  financialsecretary@saintpaultrinity.org 
MINI SEXTON: Jack Hall    minisexton@saintpaultrinity.org 
CYC DIRECTOR: Malinda Grube    CYCdirector@saintpaultrinity.org 
MISSIONARIES: Andy Stump in Haiti, Luke & Ruth in the Philippines 
PASTORS EMERITI:  Reverends Sally & Paul Gausmann 
Contract Pastor:  Linda Shipman 
 

Stewardship Minute 
Colossians 1:18a – “And he is the head of the body, the church.”  
We are part of the Body of Christ; He is our Head. Where He goes, we follow. His 
thoughts direct our actions. This is how the people of God learn how to give and why 
they give. Because Jesus gives, indeed He gives all He has. 
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SPONSORSHIPS to the Glory of God: 
ALTAR FLOWERS: 1) in honor of Ted & Norma Krebs for appreciation for delivering the 
desserts to Our Daily Bread for many years; 2) in loving memory of Elwood Bahn Sr. and 
Edith & Luther Mummert by Sharon & Dennis Mummert and family 
BULLETINS: love your neighbor as yourself by Bob Yeater 
BREAD & WINE: in honor of our son’s birthday by Jack & Joyce Hall 
MAILING: love your neighbor as yourself by Bob Yeater 
PARISH MESSENGER: to the Glory of God by John Jacobs  
SANCTUARY LAMP: in honor of our grandchildren by Donna & Gordon Huckenberry 

 
 

Our Lord’s Helpers on November 23, at 8:15 AM 
Greeter(s): Joyce Smyser   Acolyte: OPEN 
Head Usher: Doug Eash   Asst. Minister: Deb Smyser 
Lay Reader: Ed Keefer   Livestream: Rodney Smyser 
Altar Guild (set-up): Malinda Grube 
Altar Guild (clean-up): Jack & Sandie Smyser 
Communion Assts.: Jennifer Ray / Cindy Renehan 

 
 

Activities for the Week of November 23, 2025 
Sun.    11/23 Christ the King 
  8:15 am Divine Worship with Holy Communion 
  9:40 am Faith Builders 
  10:45 am Divine Worship with Holy Communion 
  6:00 pm Thanksgiving Service 
Mon.    11/24 2:00 pm Kingston Court 
Tues.   11/25   6:30 pm “A Chocolate Life” 
  7:00 pm Hilltop AA 
Wed.   11/26  9:15 am CYC Chapel & Pie Fest 
  6:00 pm Pickleball 
Thurs. 11/27  Happy Thanksgiving 
  8:00 am Dickensheets (FH) 
Fri.      11/28  Office Closed / CYC No School 
  12:00-6:00 pm Prayer Vigil 
  7:00 pm Hilltop AA 
Sun.    11/30 1st Sunday of Advent 
  8:15 am Divine Worship with Holy Communion 
  9:40 am Faith Builders 
  10:45 am Divine Worship with Holy Communion 

 
 



Our Lord’s Helpers on November 30, at 8:15 AM 
Greeter(s): Ginny Crowell   Acolyte: OPEN 
Head Usher: Joyce Hall   Asst. Minister: Becci Stair 
Lay Reader: Jennifer Ray   Livestream: Dave Crowell 
Altar Guild (set-up): Roxanne Donnan 
Altar Guild (clean-up): OPEN 
Communion Assts.: OPEN 
 
 

 
The Community Thanksgiving Service and Pie Night is this 
evening at 6 pm.  Come join us for a night of worship, 
hymns, and fellowship. After the service, we will enjoy a wide 

selection of pies.  Wolf's Covenant Church, West York Church of the Brethren, 
Paradise Holtzschwamm ECC, and Faith EC will be joining us.   
 
 
 
CHURCH NOMINATIONS 2026 - Any active church member interested in serving on 
church council should contact a member on the nominating committee. 
Committee members are Bob Yeater (717-487-0549), Barb Eisenhart (717-870-3723) or 
Sandy Patchel (717-379-2597). If you are interested, please contact any one of these 
members by November 29, 2025. 
Church council is looking for four people to serve a 3-year term AND one person to 
serve a 1-year term.  Of the 5 elected by paper ballot during both services on Sunday, 
December 14, 2025, the individual with the most votes will have the option to choose the 
full term or the 1-year term. 
Additionally, the church is seeking nominees for the cemetery committee. That one 
individual will serve a 4-year term. The contact information and the dates for the time 
frames are the same as stated above.  
 
 

SPECIAL APPEAL FOR NOVEMBER: Samaritan’s Purse 
The story of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:30-37) gives a clear picture of God’s desire 
for us to help those in desperate need wherever we find them. After describing how the 
Samaritan rescued a hurting man whom others had passed by, Jesus told His hearers, 
“Go and do likewise.” For over 40 years, Samaritan’s Purse has done our utmost to 
follow Christ’s command by going to the aid of the world’s poor, sick, and suffering. We 
are an effective means of reaching hurting people in countries around the world with 
food, medicine, and other assistance in the Name of Jesus Christ. This, in turn, earns us 
a hearing for the Gospel, the Good News of eternal life through Jesus Christ. 
Funds to date: $7,665 



 
Church Christmas Party, Sunday December 7, 2025, at noon 
Enjoy lunch and a play by Manor Theatre Arts. We will serve 
hamburger BBQ, wraps, sandwiches, baked macaroni and 
cheese, vegetables with dip, cookies, and sherbet for dessert. 
Sign up in the narthex by Sunday November 30th.  
 
 
The Quilting Group can use sheets of any size, flat or fitted. Donations can be put on 
the table in the lobby. Thank you! 
 
Mini-sexton position available – please see the table in the lobby for the job 
description. If interested, please contact Lori Smyser, Chairperson of Mutual Ministry, at 
717-495-5209.  Text or call to arrange an interview. 
 
PRAYER VIGIL - What a privilege it is to express our joys, concerns and thanks to the 
Lord.  Prayer is a lifeline to keep us connected and grounded with God and His will for 
us and His Church.  Saint Paul will be holding a prayer vigil on Friday, November 28th 
from 12 noon to 6 pm in the church parlor.  There is a signup sheet with 30-minute 
time slots on the table in the lobby.  Please consider the wonderful opportunity to spend 
30 minutes in prayer and reflect on His goodness and grace. 
 
FRIENDS IN CHRIST GROUP, Wednesday, December 3 will be going to the 
Warehime Myers Mansion in Hanover to view their Christmas display. Cost per person is 
$10. We will meet at the church at 9:45 am and carpool. After the tour we will have lunch 
at Dutch Country Restaurant. 

 
 
 
 
Please join us for Christmas Caroling! 
We will be going on Sunday, December 14. There will be pizza for 
lunch following second service. We will begin at SpiriTrust Skilled 
Nursing on Sprenkle Drive and then proceed to visit shut ins.  
 
 

 
Pax, the donkey, has a very interesting and important story to 
tell.  Please join us on Sunday, December 21st at 10:45 am as 
our children share the story.  You won't want to miss it!  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



† 
TAKING FAITH HOME – November 23, 2025 

 

These readings are related to the Lectionary readings for this Sunday.  
We invite you to take time each day to read the assigned Bible passage.  
 

Sunday Luke 23:33-43 Christ the crucified king  
Monday Matthew 2:1-6 The one born king  
Tuesday Luke 19:28-38 Blessed is the king  
Wednesday John 18:33-37 Jesus questioned by Pilate  
Thursday Revelation 19:11-16 King of kings, Lord of lords  
Friday 1 Timothy 6:11-16 Fight the good fight  
Saturday Psalm 24 The king of glory comes  
Sunday Matthew 24:36-44 The sudden coming of salvation 
 

 
SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
God has freed us from the power of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the 
Son. The Son paid for our sins, and in him we have forgiveness. Colossians 1:13-14  
 
SAY, PRAY AND BLESS: 
 A Prayer for the Week:  
Lord Jesus, King of kings, teach us to forgive as you forgive. Amen. (Luke 23:34) 
 Mealtime Prayer: Lord of lords and King of kings, to you our thanks and praise we 
bring. For health and food and all you give, for every moment that we live. Amen. 
A Blessing to Give: May God make you patient and strong, so that you never give up. 
Amen. (Colossians 1:11) 
 
CARING CONVERSATION  
Discuss in your household or small group:  
• Imagine that a king is coming to your house today. How will you prepare for his visit?  
• How is Jesus like an earthly king? How is he different?  
• What does it mean to have Jesus as your King? 
 
SERVICE: As this Church year ends, plan to say thank you to those in the church who 
have served you in God’s name - pastors, lay ministry staff, church leaders, musicians, 
program leaders and others.  

 
 


