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19th Sunday after Pentecost        October 19, 2025      8:15 am 
(P=Pastor, C=Congregation, *=please stand) (Please silence all electronic devices as we give our attention to God's 
presence in this holy place.)  
 

Gathering Music: We Plow the Fields and Scatter - Burkhardt 
 

(At this time, you may wish to reflect on the following prayer: Almighty God we ask that this time of worship 
would be a time of healing, that receiving the forgiveness of our sins and the good news of your love for us 
in Christ, our hearts would be comforted, and our lives renewed. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.) 
 
 

Welcome, Announcements, Prayer Concerns, Joys, and Concerns 
 

(Acolyte lights the candles during the prelude music.) 
 

Prelude: Let All Things Now Living – arr. Krug  Handbell Choir 
 
*Invocation and Order of Confession and Forgiveness 
P: In joy and thanksgiving, we begin our worship in the name of the Father, and of the 
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

P: Beloved in the Lord, let us draw near with true hearts and confess our sins to God 
who hears us and offers us a word of forgiveness.  

 

(Please kneel or stand and observe a time of silence for self-examination.) 

 
 
C: Generous God, we thank you for providing for us so abundantly both materially 

and spiritually. We confess that we have not cared for our world or our own lives 

as we should. We are often poor stewards of your gifts. Forgive us our sins we 

pray and renew us in our commitment to worship and serve you with our lives and 

our resources. 

P: Be assured that God hears our confession and forgives us our sins through Christ 

who died for our redemption and lives again as victorious Lord of all. Receive God’s 

forgiveness this day in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Opening Hymn:  

 
         Public Domain 



*Apostolic Greeting + 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.  
C: And also with you.  
 

*Dialogue for the Harvest 
P: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, king of the universe, 
C: for you have blessed this planet with teeming life. 
P: You provide us with a great variety of foods to sustain us. 
C: We delight in the richness and taste of so much that we enjoy. 
P: Grant to all who harvest the crops, safety, and success in their efforts. 
C: Thank you for the Harvest of Hope Food Pantry and all efforts to feed the 
needy, and we pray that all who struggle financially will not go hungry. 
P: Blessed are you Oh Lord our God, King of the Universe. 
C: In Christ our Lord, you have given us the bread of life and the living water  
who sustains us in this life and the next.  
 

*Salutation 

 
 
*Prayer of the Day: 
P: Let us pray… O God, our refuge and strength, since you yourself are the author of our 
devotion, graciously consider the devout prayers of your Church. May those things which 
we ask in faith effectively follow by your grace; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
 
First Lesson: Genesis 32:22-30 
(After Jacob left the home of his uncle/father-in-law Laban, he camped by the River Jabbok with his wives, 
children, servants, and possessions. He sent his people ahead and was left alone. That night a “man” 
wrestled with him until dawn. Jacob never gave up, even when the man hurt his hip. Jacob insisted on a 
blessing but what he received was more than that — he was given a new name, Israel.) 
 
22The same night {Jacob} arose and took his two wives, his two female servants, and his 
eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them 
across the stream, and everything else that he had. 24And Jacob was left alone. And a 
man wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. 25When the man saw that he did not 
prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as 
he wrestled with him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” But Jacob 
said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” 27And he said to him, “What is your 
name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then he said, “Your name shall no longer be called 



Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.” 
29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask 
my name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, 
saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life has been delivered.” 
L: This is the Word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm: 121 (read responsively)  
(The psalmist proclaimed the good news that the Lord will keep his people from all evil and protect their 
lives. He will watch over their going out and their coming in.) 
 

L:1I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? 
C:2My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. 
L:3He will not let your foot be moved and he who watches over you will not fall asleep. 
C:4Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep; 
L:5The Lord himself watches over you; the Lord is your shade at your right hand, 
C:6So that the sun shall not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 
L:7The Lord shall preserve you from all evil; it is he who shall keep you safe. 
C:8The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in, from this time 
forth forevermore. 
 
Second Lesson: 2 Timothy 3:15 - 4:5 
(Paul instructed Timothy to continue in what he had been taught from the sacred scriptures, that they would 
make him wise for salvation through faith. He goes on, asserting that all scripture is inspired by God and is 
profitable for teaching.) 
 

14As for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from 
whom you learned it 15and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the 
sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ 
Jesus. 16All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, 17that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work.  
1I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and 
the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2preach the word; be ready in season 
and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 
3For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching but having itching 
ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4and will 
turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 5As for you, always be 
sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.  
L: The Word of the Lord.  
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 



*Alleluia Verse+  

 
 
*Gospel Announcement  
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the 18th chapter.  

 
 

Gospel: Luke 18:1-8 
(It is truly an oxymoron to have an “unjust judge.” By the very definition, a judge is meant to be bound by the 
law and committed to promoting justice. Yet, in this parable that Jesus told, it took a widow bothering the 
judge constantly to get him to find in her favor — and this was not because he wanted to favor on the side of 
justice, but because she wore him down with her incessant asking. How much more does the God of 
Righteousness offer justice and mercy to those whom he loves?) 
 

1{Jesus} told {his disciples} a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not 
lose heart. 2He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor 
respected man. 3And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, 
‘Give me justice against my adversary.’ 4For a while he refused, but afterward he said to 
himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, 5yet because this widow keeps 
bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual 
coming.’” 6And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. 7And will not God 
give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? 8I 
tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, 
will he find faith on earth?” 
 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 
Children’s Sermon:  Pastor Ray  
 

Sermon: Pastor Ray 
*The Votum 



*Hymn of the Day:    

 
          Public Domain 



*The Apostles’ Creed 
All:  I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
        I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third 
day, he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
       I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
*The Prayers (Please respond “Hear our prayer.”)   
C: Amen. 
 

*Passing of the Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. (We greet one another in the name of the Lord) 
 
Offertory: All Things Bright and Beautiful - Roberts 
 
*Offertory Response:  

 
 



*Offertory Prayer 
P: Let us pray… 
C: We offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us-ourselves, our 
time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake 
of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving, 

 
 

*Preface: 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by His glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with 
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and singing: 

 



*Eucharistic Prayer: 
P: Blessed are You, Lord our God, for at creation You made our first parent alive by the 
breath of Your mouth. Throughout history You have inspired people to record Your Word 
with all its gracious promises, and now Your Holy Spirit has created faith in our hearts 
that we may truly receive our Savior in, with, and under the bread and wine in this 
Sacrament. 
Gather us together with all our brothers and sisters in Christ so that at the end of time we 
may rejoice together at the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom. Graciously 
receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, be all glory, honor, and worship, now and forever. 
C: Amen.  
 

*Words of Institution 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer          
P: Lord remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray… 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

P: Come, for all is now ready 
 
Lamb of God    

 
 
Distribution of Holy Communion (at the altar) 
 



*Blessing 
 
*Post Communion Canticle:  

 

 
 
 
*Post Communion Prayer: + 
P: Let us pray. Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of 
those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

*Benediction   
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

(The acolyte extinguishes the candles during the hymn.) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Recessional Hymn:  

 

 
          OL A713240 



*Dismissal: 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow - Manz 
 + Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress License 7654-L. §Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish Series A Pt 2. 

 
WELCOME! Thank you for joining for worship! In the name of Jesus Christ, Saint 
Paul Lutheran Church is committed to praising, praying, and proclaiming the 
Word of God. All baptized Christians who have received their first communion are 
invited to join us for Holy Communion believing as we do that Christ is truly present in 
this holy meal. Please join us again! 
 
Theme of the Day: How often do we lament injustices that we see in the world? It is 
always disturbing when the innocent are victims of evil and the wicked go unpunished. 
The lessons today point to our God, who is a just judge; he looks out for his people, 
blesses them, teaches them, and finds in their favor because of his great love for them. 
Life might not always be fair, but with God, love is gifted to us even when we don’t 
deserve it. 
 

SAINT PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
250 Trinity Road   York, PA 17408   717-792-1650 

PASTOR: Rev. Neil Ray        E-mail: pastorray@saintpaultrinity.org 
                   Cell phone: 717-228-8991    

ADMIN ASST: Jane Thoman                    Church office: 717-792-1650 
                               E-mail: parishadmin@saintpaultrinity.org   
WEBSITE:  www.saintpaultrinity.org         WIFI: John3:16 
OFFICE HOURS:                                       Monday-Friday 8:00 am-4:00 pm 
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Carol Moscony   musicdirector@saintpaultrinity.org 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Carol Frey  financialsecretary@saintpaultrinity.org 
MINI SEXTON: Jack Hall    minisexton@saintpaultrinity.org 
CYC DIRECTOR: Malinda Grube    CYCdirector@saintpaultrinity.org 
MISSIONARIES: Andy Stump in Haiti, Luke & Ruth in the Philippines 
PASTORS EMERITI:  Reverends Sally & Paul Gausmann 
Contract Pastor:  Linda Shipman 
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Stewardship Minute 

Genesis 32:26 – “Then he said, ‘Let me go, for the day has broken.’ But Jacob 
said, ‘I will not let you go unless you bless me.’”  
The great Lutheran musician J.S. Bach composed a beautiful motet using this verse. It is 
the cry of true faith, much the same as Peter’s words: “Lord, to whom shall we go? You 
have the words of eternal life” (John 6:68). True faith clings to the Lord no matter the 
struggle, no matter the “hard sayings” that the Lord speaks. True faith knows that God 
means to bless us always. 
 

Our Lord’s Helpers on October 19, at 8:15 AM 
Greeter(s): Larry & Becci Stair  Acolyte: OPEN 
Head Usher: Donna Rinehart  Asst. Minister: Deb Smyser 
Lay Reader: Joyce Hall   Livestream: Dave Crowell 
Altar Guild (set-up): Joyce & Jack Hall 
Altar Guild (clean-up): Deb Smyser   
Communion Assts.: Larry & Becci Stair 
 

Activities for the Week of October 19, 2025 
Sun.    10/19 Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost / Harvest Home 
  8:15 am Divine Worship with Holy Communion 
  9:40 am Faith Builders 
  10:45 am Divine Worship with Holy Communion 
Mon.   10/20 7:00 pm Finance Meeting   
Tues.   10/21 6:30 pm “A Chocolate Life” Bible study 
  7:00 pm Hilltop AA 
Wed.   10/22  9:00 am Friends in Christ 
  9:15 am CYC Chapel 
  6:00 pm Pickleball 
  6:30 pm New Members Class 
Thurs. 10/23  6:30 pm Bell Rehearsal / 7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 
Fri.      10/24  7:00 pm Hilltop AA 
Sun.    10/26 Reformation Sunday 
  8:15 am Divine Worship with Holy Communion 
  9:40 am Faith Builders 
  10:45 am Divine Worship with Holy Communion 
  5:30 pm Trunk or Treat 
   
 
 
 
 



 
Our Lord’s Helpers on October 26, at 8:15 AM 

Greeter(s): Barb & Dean Eisenhart  Acolyte: OPEN 
Head Usher: OPEN    Asst. Minister: OPEN 
Lay Reader: Janie Smyser   Livestream: OPEN 
Altar Guild (set-up): Dan & Trudy Waltersdorff 
Altar Guild (clean-up): Brenda McCleary   
Communion Assts.: Earlene Kemnitz / Jennifer Ray 
 

SPONSORSHIPS to the Glory of God: 
ALTAR FLOWERS: in loving memory of Roxana by Bill Enterline and family 
BASKET: in honor of Mary Keller’s 90th birthday by Mike & Marguerite 
BULLETINS: to the Glory of God by Ed & Donna Keefer 
BREAD & WINE: to the Glory of God by Ed & Donna Keefer 
MAILING: in honor of Martin Albright’s birthday by Mom, Dad, Leland, Savannah and 
Alyssa, Will, Charlotte, Lucy & Noah 
PARISH MESSENGER: love your neighbor as yourself by Bob Yeater 
SANCTUARY LAMP: to the Glory of God by Ed & Donna Keefer 

 
 

SPECIAL APPEAL FOR OCTOBER: 
NALC North American Lutheran Seminary 

This seminary is operated by the North American Lutheran Church (NALC), in which our 
pastors are co-rostered. Located in the Pittsburgh area, NALS offers short courses and 
seminars for pastors, seminarians, and laity in theological and liturgical topics. Funds 
collected for this month's appeal will be donated to NALS in support of their work. 
Funds to date: $1,110.00 
 

CROP Hunger Walk 
Members of the Club 456 class will be walking at the Jefferson Area CROP Walk at 

Hanover Junction on Sunday, October 26 at 1:00.  25% of donations will be staying local 

and Harvest of Hope is one of the food pantries to receive monies.  To donate or walk 

with us, see a Club 456 member or Ellen Bolton.  

 
This Wednesday, October 22 Friends in Christ will be 
going to Peters Orchard and drive through Pine Grove 
Furnace State Park to the view the fall foliage. Lunch will 
be at the Appalachian Brewing Co. of Gettysburg 
Battlefield. We plan to leave the church at 9:00 am. There 
is a sign-up sheet in the lobby. 
 



TRUNK OR TREAT – Sunday, October 26th 5:30 – 6:30 pm 
Rain or shine!  In the event of rain, the set up will be inside of 
Fellowship Hall.  We will need people to donate drinks, cookies or 
rice crispy treats.  Also, those who are willing to hand out candy and 
decorate your trunk!  There is a signup sheet on the table in the 
lobby to indicate how you can participate.  If you have any questions, 
please contact James Tice 717-495-8294. 

 
 

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE 
Saint Paul will be hosting a community thanksgiving service, hymn sing and pie night on 
Sunday November 23 at 6:00 pm.  Come join us for a night of worship, hymns, and 
fellowship after the service as we enjoy a wide selection of pies.  Wolf's Covenant 
Church, West York Church of the Brethren, Paradise Holtzschwamm ECC, and Faith EC 
will be joining us.  There is a sign-up sheet on the table in the lobby for those who are 
going to attend.  But even if you decide at the last minute to come, we will be sure to 
have enough pie for everyone. If you would like to bring a pie, please write which type 
behind your name. We have so much to be thankful for, so please come out and let us 
give thanks to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
 
 
Book Club will meet on Friday, November 14, at 10 AM. We are 
discussing Redeeming Love by Francine Rivers. A story of love that 
won't let go--no matter what. This is a retelling of the story of Gomer and 
Hosea, exploring both physical love and a love of God. 
 
 
CHURCH NOMINATIONS 2026 - Any active church member interested in serving on 
church council should contact a member on the nominating committee. 
Committee members are Bob Yeater (717-487-0549), Barb Eisenhart (717-870-3723) or 
Sandy Patchel (717-379-2597). If you are interested, please contact any one of these 
members by November 29, 2025. 
Church council is looking for four people to serve a 3-year term AND one person to 
serve a 1-year term.  Of the 5 elected by paper ballot during both services on Sunday, 
December 14, 2025, the individual with the most votes will have the option to choose the 
full term or the 1-year term. 
Additionally, the church is seeking nominees for the cemetery committee. That one 
individual will serve a 4-year term. The contact information and the dates for the time 
frames are the same as stated above.  

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shoeboxes are available for you to pick up near the visitor’s desk. The deadline will be 
Wednesday, November 5th. For detailed information, you may visit 
samaritanspurse.org/occ. 
This is a wonderful way to share the true meaning of Christmas with children!  
If you have questions, call Connie Dunklebarger 717-487-0492. 

The Princess Pillowcase Project has again donated dresses, boy shorts and 
lovies (small blankets) to be used in our Operation Christmas Child boxes. They are on 
display by the visitor’s desk. 

 
 
 
 

Church Christmas Party 
Sunday December 7, 2025, at noon 
Enjoy lunch and a play by Manor Theatre Arts. We will serve 
hamburger BBQ, wraps, sandwiches, baked macaroni and cheese, 
vegetables with dip, cookies, and sherbet for dessert. Sign up in the 
narthex by Sunday November 30th.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

POINSETTIAS FOR 2025 
It’s time again to order poinsettia plants to adorn the sanctuary for the Christmas 
season! The multi-bloom plants will be in a 6-inch pot. The price is $11.00 per plant. 
Payment is due at the time of the order. Please place your order with payment in the 
offering plate. If you want additional quantities of any poinsettias, please fill out 
another form from the narthex.  Order deadline – November 16, 2025 
Contact Linda Sherman 717-846-2036 or email jlkksher@aol.com with questions.     

 
[  ] RED (per 6” pot) $11.00 each 
Memory/Honor of (circle one) ____________________________________________ 
 
[  ] WHITE (per 6” pot) $11.00 each 
Memory/Honor of (circle one) ____________________________________________ 
 
[  ] PINK (per 6” pot) $11.00 each 
Memory/Honor of (circle one) ____________________________________________ 
 
[  ]NALC Disaster Relief 
Memory/honor of (circle one) ____________________________________________ 
 
 
Name _______________________________________________________________         
 
 
Total plants ordered ______________ 
 
 
Total Paid _______________________        Check No. ___________ 
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† 
TAKING FAITH HOME – October 19, 2025 

These readings are related to the Lectionary readings for this Sunday. We invite you 
to take time each day to read the assigned Bible passage.  
 

Sunday Luke 18:1-8 Parable of the persistent widow  
Monday Mark 10:46-52 An example of persistence  
Tuesday Luke 22:39-46 Jesus prays on the Mount of Olives  
Wednesday Matthew 15:21-28 The faith of a Canaanite woman  
Thursday James 5:13-18 The prayer of faith  
Friday Genesis 18:16-33 Abraham pleads for Sodom  
Saturday Psalm 57 I cry out to the God Most High  
Sunday Luke 18:9-14 A Pharisee and tax collector pray 
 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
The Lord keeps you from all harm and watches over your life. The Lord keeps watch 
over you as you come and go, both now and forever.  
Psalm 121:7-8 (NLT) 
 

SAY, PRAY AND BLESS: 
A Prayer for the Week:  
O God, please give us everything we need to work well for you this week. Amen.  
(2 Timothy 3:17) 
 

Mealtime Prayer:  
Lord, in your name we drink and sup; teach us to pray and not give up. Help us to look to 
you this day and show our thanks in all we say. Amen. 
A Blessing to Give:  
May the Lord keep you from all harm and watch over your life. May God watch over you 
as you come and go, now and forever. Amen. (Psalm 121:7-8) 
 

DEVOTIONS  
The people cry out to God day and night (Luke 18.7). This week, use Martin Luther’s 
Morning and Evening Prayers each day.  
Morning: I thank you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, that you have 
protected me through the night from all harm and danger. I ask you to keep me this day, 
too, from all sin and evil, so that in all my thoughts, words, and deeds I may please you. 
In your hands I place my body and soul and all that is mine. Let your holy angel be with 
me, so that the evil one may have no power over me. Amen.  
Evening: I thank you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, that you have 
graciously protected me today. I ask you to forgive all my sins and the wrong which I 
have done. And graciously keep me this night. In your hands I place my body and soul 
and all that is mine. Let your holy angel be with me, so that the evil one may have no 
power over me. Amen. 


