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Second Sunday of Advent                   December 5, 2021, AD 8:15 am            
 
(P=Pastor, C=Congregation. Please silence all electronic devices as we give our attention to God's 
presence in this holy place.) 

 
Gathering Music: Listen For His Coming – arr. Hayes 
 
Welcome, Announcements, Prayer, Joys and Concerns 
 
Church Council Nominations 
 
 

(Acolytes light the candles during the prelude music.) 
 

Prelude: An Invitation for Advent – Schram / Choir 
 

(During the Prelude you may wish to reflect on the following prayer. Almighty God, grant to us all 
an increased awareness of your presence among us, and make us sensitive to those signs 
around us which point to your present and future Kingdom. May this season of Advent be a time 
of reflection and hope in our lives as we await the coming of our Lord Jesus in all his glory. 
Amen). 
 

*Invocation and Confession and Absolution   
P: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: The Lord proclaimed, “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way 
before me.” Let us take this time to examine ourselves, asking for forgiveness for the 
things which we have done that are not pleasing to the Lord and the things which we 
have neglected. (Malachi 3:1) 
 

 (Please kneel or stand and observe a moment of silence for self-examination.) 
 

P: God of grace,  
C: we confess that we have not been attentive to the urgent call to prepare for the 
coming of your Son. Prepare our hearts to follow Jesus in doing your holy will. 
Forgive us, we pray, and shape our lives according to the cross of Christ who has 
called us to walk in his ways. Restore us to a right relationship with you through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
P: Be glad for Christ came into the world to free us from our sins. Through His faithful 
sacrifice on the cross we are healed and restored. Rejoice you are forgiven in the name 
of the Father, and of the +Son and Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen.  
 
 



*Opening Hymn: 

 
OL A-713240 



*Apostolic Greeting  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
*Kyrie 

 



*Salutation 

 
*Prayer of the Day: 
P: Let us pray… Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of your only-begotten 
Son, that by his coming we may be enabled to serve you with pure minds; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  
C: Amen. 
 

First Lesson: Malachi 3:1-7b  
(God promised his people that he would send a messenger to them. This one would come suddenly among 
them, and his power in their lives would be like a refiner’s fire. He would purify their lives, and they would 
bring righteous offerings to the Lord. Those who were oppressed would be redeemed. God is steadfast and 
faithful.) 
 

1“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in 
whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can endure 
the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire 
and like fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in 
righteousness to the Lord. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 
the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 5Then I will draw near to you for 
judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against 
those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the 
widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear 
me, says the Lord of hosts. 6For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of 
Jacob, are not consumed. 7From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my 
statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the Lord of 
hosts.”  
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm: 66:1-12 (read responsively)  
(The psalmist encouraged the congregation to sing praises to the Lord whose deeds are awesome and 
whose rule is eternal. He watches over the nations and keeps the peoples’ enemies at bay. He is the Lord 
who brought Israel out of the raging sea. They walked on dry ground and their feet were kept from falling.)  
 

L:1Be joyful in God, all you lands; sing the glory of his name; sing the glory of his praise. 
C:2Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! because of your great strength 
your enemies cringe before you. 
L:3All the earth bows down before you, sings to you, sings out your name.” 



C:4Come now and see the works of God, how wonderful he is in his doing toward 
all people. 
L:5He turned the sea into dry land, so that they went through the water on foot, and there 
we rejoiced in him. 
C:6In his might he rules forever; his eyes keep watch over the nations; let no rebel 
rise up against him. 
L:7Bless our God, you peoples; make the voice of his praise to be heard; 
C:8Who holds our souls in life, and will not allow our feet to slip. 
L:9For you, O God, have proved us; you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
C:10You brought us into the snare; you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
L:11You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through fire and water; but you 
brought us out into a place of refreshment. 
C:12I will enter your house with burnt offerings and will pay you my vows, which I 
promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 
 

Second Lesson: Philippians 1:2-11  
(St. Paul gave thanks for the Christians in Philippi and proclaimed that God, who began a good work in 
them, would be faithful to complete that work. Their witness to the gospel was an inspiration to Paul, and he 
held them in high esteem. He prayed that they would be filled with the fruit of righteousness for the sake of 
Christ.)  
  

2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3I thank my 
God in all my remembrance of you, 4always in every prayer of mine for you all making 
my prayer with joy, 5because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until 
now. 6And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to feel this way about you all, 
because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my 
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, 
how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9And it is my prayer that your 
love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10so that you 
may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 
11filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and 
praise of God.  
L:  The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Advent Candle Lighting Song:  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  (Vs. 2) LBW #34 
Oh come, Oh come, great Lord of might, who to your tribes on Sinai’s height in ancient 
times once gave the law in cloud and majesty and awe.     
Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

Reading and lighting of the candle by: Greg & Lyn Greco 
 
 

Children’s Sermon: Pastor Sally 
 

 



*Alleluia Verse+ (sung to the tune of Once in Royal David’s city)  
C: Lord your Word is hope and promise, gives us light to guide our way. Open 
now this sacred good news to our hearts and minds we pray. Alleluia, Allelu, all 
You say is good and true.    
 

*Gospel Announcement  
P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the 3rd chapter. 

 
Gospel: Luke 3:1-14  
In a particular moment in history, John the Baptizer called people to repent and prepare for the coming 
Messiah. “Every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire,” John warned. 
He then baptized many and gave them instructions on how to walk the path of God’s righteousness.  
 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of 
Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region 
of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood 
of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. 3And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah 
the prophet, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 5Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be 
made low, and the crooked shall become straight, and the rough places shall become 
level ways, 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 7He said therefore to the 
crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to 
say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from 
these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 9Even now the axe is laid to the root of 
the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 
the fire.” 10And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 11And he answered 
them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has 
food is to do likewise.” 12Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, 
“Teacher, what shall we do?” 13And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are 
authorized to do.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to 
them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation and be 
content with your wages.” 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord.  

 
 

Sermon:  Pastor Paul 
*The Votum                                          



*Hymn of the Day:  

 
 Public Domain 

 



*The Nicene Creed                               
     We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; of 
all that is seen and unseen.  
     We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from True God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake, he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again, in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
     We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son; With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 
*P: The Prayers (Please respond “Hear our prayer.”) 

C: Amen. 
*Passing of the Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you.   (We share the peace with one another). 
 
 
 

Offertory: Freu Dich Sehr, O Meine Seele – Karg-Elert 
 
 
 

*Offertory Response:  Christ is Coming! Lift Your Eyes!  
(We sing to the tune of “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”) 
C: Christ is Coming! Lift your eyes! Sweep your hearts, prepare your lives. Spread 
your welcome. He is near. Soon Messiah will appear! He is life and peace 
profound. Trust His love and turn around! Christ is coming! Don’t delay! He is 
Lord! Prepare His way! Words by Ken Bible © 2009 by LNWhymns.com. CCLI Song License 1757631 
 

 

 

*Offertory Prayer:  
P: Blessed are you, 
C:  O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed 
us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our 
lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him 
who gave himself for us. Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

 
 
 
 



*The Great Thanksgiving 

 
*Preface: §  
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who has chosen to visit us with His merciful presence so that we would be united 
to Him and reconciled to You. Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 
and singing: 
*Sanctus 

 
 

*Eucharistic Prayer:   
P:   Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for You have had mercy on 
us and given Your only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life. We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us 
through Jesus Christ. Bless us as Your children through the working of the Holy Spirit 
that as we gather to receive Christ’s holy body and blood, we may be filled with Your 
heavenly peace and joy.  
C: Amen. Come Lord Jesus. 



*The Words of Institution 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray… 
All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Lamb of God 

 
Distribution of Holy Communion (Hymn sung during distribution) 

Comfort, Comfort, Now My People LBW #29 
(Please feel free to kneel in pews after receiving communion) 

*Blessing 
 
*Post Communion Canticle Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray (vs. 5) LBW 225 
All: Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray; Oh, keep us steadfast to that day, That 
each may be thy welcomed guest When thou shalt spread thy heav’nly feast.  
 
*Post Communion Prayer+ 
P: Let us pray… 
All: God of new beginnings, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood 
of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Strengthen us for the journey of faith as we wait and 
watch for the Lord’s Messiah to break into our world in ever amazing ways. Amen. 
 

*Benediction:  
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of 
the Father and of the +Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 



(Acolytes extinguish the candles during the hymn) 

*Recessional Hymn: 

 
Public Domain 



*Dismissal 
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude: Prepare the Royal Highway – Cherwien 
 

~ © 2019 – Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com); §Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish 

Theme of the Day: It is easy to lose heart and abandon our hope when life becomes 
challenging. The reality of this struggle is that we try to do it all on our own, failing to rely 
on Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Faith is a matter of putting our complete trust in the one 
who calls us his own and who began a good work in us in the first place. Turning from  
our self-sufficiency toward relying on Christ is repentance that leads to real life.  
 

WELCOME! Thank you for joining for worship! In the name of Jesus Christ, Saint 
Paul Lutheran Church is committed to praising, praying, and proclaiming the 
Word of God. All baptized Christians who have received their first communion are 
invited to join us for Holy Communion believing as we do that Christ is truly present in 
this holy meal. Please join us again. 

SAINT PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
250 Trinity Road   York, PA 17408   717-792-1650 

PASTORS Rev. Sara “Sally” Gausmann e-mail: pastorsally@saintpaultrinity.org 
                  Cell phone:  717-487-1790      

         Rev. Paul Gausmann           e-mail: pastorpaul@saintpaultrinity.org 
      Cell phone:  717-495-6582  

ADMIN ASST: Jean Strine                   Church office: 717-792-1650 
                              E-mail: parishadmin@saintpaultrinity.org   
Website:www.saintpaultrinity.org        WIFI: John3:16 
OFFICE HOURS                                      M-Th 8:00am-2:30pm, Fri 8:00-12 noon  
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Carol Moscony   musicdirector@saintpaultrinity.org 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY: Carol Frey  financialsecretary@saintpaultrinity.org 
MINI SEXTON: Jack Hall    minisexton@saintpaultrinity.org 
CYC DIRECTOR: Malinda Grube    CYCdirector@saintpaultrinity.org 
Missionaries: Andy Stump in Haiti, Luke & Ruth in the Philippians 
 

SPONSORSHIPS to the Glory of God: Christmas Tree: in loving memory of Ivan 
Lefever by the family ALTAR FLOWERS: Deb & Denny Shue / in honor of our Dad’s 
birthday by DJ, Wyatt & Karsen Hax BULLETIN: in memory of Gregory R. Bahn by his 
mother, Bernice Bahn, his sisters & their families BREAD & WINE: in honor of our family 
by Richard & Mary Keller MAILING in honor of Malinda Grube’s birthday by Donnie & 
Diana Fake, Alison, Danny & Jackson Strausbaugh & her husband, Dave PARISH 
MESSENGER: in memory of Elwood Bahn, Sr. & in honor of our children & 
grandchildren by Geraldine Bahn / in honor of Todd & Lorie Krebs’ wedding anniversary 
by the Krebs Family SANCTUARY LAMP: in memory of departed family members by 
Bill Zerby 

http://www.solapublishing.com/
mailto:parishadmin@saintpaultrinity.org
http://www.saintpaultrinity.org/
mailto:minisexton@saintpaultrinity.org


Our Lord’s Helpers on December 5, 2021 
Greeter:  Jean & Marty Strine  Acolyte: Lawrence Smyser 
Head Usher: Lawrence Smyser  Sound: Jacob Eash 
Lay Reader: Lawrence Smyser  Altar Guild: Jack & Sandie Smyser 
Communion Assts.: Jean & Marty Strine 
 
 
 

Activities for the Week of December 5, 2021 
Sun.  12/5 Second Sunday of Advent 
  8:15 am Divine Service with Holy Communion 
  9:30 am Faith Builders  
  10:45 am Divine Service with Holy Communion 
  12:30 pm Christmas Party – Fellowship Hall 
Mon. 12/6 9:00 am Office Staff Meeting 
  9:30 am CYC Director Meeting 
  7:00 pm Christian Education Meeting 
Tues. 12/7 10:00 am Bible Study 
  11:30 am Advent Prayer Service 

7:00 pm Hilltop AA / Zoom Bible Study 
Weds. 12/8 9:00 am Chapel with Preschool 
  7:00 pm Worship & Music Meeting 
Thurs. 12/9 8:45 am Outreach Meeting 

1:00 pm Book Club 
  4:00 pm Fellowship Hall Usage - Gideons 
  6:30 pm Bell Rehearsal 
  7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal   
Fri. 12/10 7:00 pm Hilltop AA 
Sat. 12/11 8:00 am Men of Faith 
Sun.  12/12 Third Sunday of Advent 
  8:15 am Divine Service with Holy Communion 
  9:30 am Faith Builders  
  10:45 am Divine Service with Holy Communion 
  12 noon Pizza in Conference Rm & Christmas Caroling 
  12:30 pm Fellowship Hall Usage – Shearer Family 
  
 

Our Lord’s Helpers on December 12, 2021 
             Greeter:  OPEN   Acolyte: Ava Masemer 
            Head Usher: Donna Rinehart Sound: Matt Conn 
              Lay Reader: Daphne Conn  Altar Guild: Libby & Karsen Hax 
  Communion Assts.: Daphne & Jenn Conn 
 
 
 

 



SPECIAL APPEAL FOR DECEMBER 
Human Life Services of York 

At Human Life Services, every life matters, because we love our Creator and He loves 
life! They are committed to helping women and men in crisis, often alone and frightened, 
discover the wonder and awesome privilege of carrying life. Thank you for sharing 
generously during the month of December. 
 

 
OUR DAILY BREAD 

Our dessert for December is ice cream dixies. If you would like to contribute toward 
their cost, please use an envelope and mark it “December Our Daily Bread.”  Thank you!  
 
 
 

Our Greatest Gift: A wonderful Life in Christ. Join us for a fun 
and Inspirational Bible Study on Tuesday, December 7, at church 
at 10 am, or at 7 pm via Zoom. Based on the classic film “It’s a 
Wonderful Life,” and with references to it, this is bound to get you 

into the mood for Advent and for Christmas. 
 
 

 
 In Advent, there is a small Christmas tree in the narthex. We are asking if 
anyone would like to make a monetary donation to the Margaret Moul Home 
by placing your money or check (made out to Saint Paul Lutheran with a note 
‘Margaret Moul Home’ in the memo line) in the Christmas stocking & hang the 
stocking on the tree. Thank you for your support of this worthwhile cause.  

 
 

ADVENT PRAYER SERVICE 
Join us Tuesday mornings December 7, 14 and 21 at 11:30 am for a simple time of 
prayer, praise, and reflection on the Advent theme of light. The service will end by noon 
and those who wish to can bring a packed lunch to enjoy a simple meal together. 
 
 
 

MEN OF FAITH 
Men’s Group will meet on December 11 at 8 am. The topic this time will be Henry 
Melchior Muhlenberg, the great organizer of Lutheranism in America, who led a colorful 
and inspiring life, bringing many to faith while protecting and popularizing much of the 
strength of our Lutheran Confessions. Join us for breakfast and a stimulating program.  
 

 



WOMEN OF THE WORD 
Women of the Word will meet for Bible study on Wednesday, December 15 at 1:00 pm.  
We will continue our bible study, "Adventurous Prayer”.  Brenda Shorts will lead our 
study “Prayer Closets”. We invite any woman to join us for bible study and 
fellowship. 

 
 

JOIN US FOR CHRISTMAS CAROLING – DECEMBER 12 
We might not be able to visit any nursing homes, but we will go to as 
many shut-ins and other individual homes as possible. We will have 
pizza lunch after second service church, and then set out in groups. 
Any age can join the fun of bringing Christmas cheer to our loved 
ones! Look for the sign-up sheet in the library area. 

 
 

Friends in Christ will go out for lunch at Hoss’s on White Street on 
Sunday, December 19 at 12 noon. Sign up on the sheet in the library 
area by December 12. 

 
 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
The children of the church will be putting on a simple 
presentation of the Christmas story on Sun., December 19 at the 
10:45 am worship service. It’s called “Mary’s Story.” There will be 
rehearsal during Faith Builders on December 5 and 12. All boys 
and girls are invited to participate. 
  

 
 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:  Articles for the January newsletter need 
to be in the church office by December 15, 2021. 
YEAR END REPORTS from each committee chair and staff 
member must be in the Church Office by December 27th in order to 
have them prepared for the annual meeting on January 16, 2022.   
Please e-mail these to parishadmin@saintpaultrinity.org Thank you! 

 
 

 
In order to receive credit for your contributions, they must be received no 
later than December 27th.  Thank you!  
 
 

 

mailto:parishadmin@saintpaultrinity.org


The children are asked to bring to the 3:00pm or 7:00pm 
Christmas Eve service a wrapped gift for the Baby Jesus. We 
are requesting items to complete the Baby Care Kits for Lutheran 
World Relief. Here are the items we are requesting:  PLEASE DO 
NOT SUBSTITUTE ANY OTHER ITEM THAN WHAT IS LISTED 
BECAUSE WE CANNOT USE IT. Cloth diapers, gowns, or 
sleepers without feet (shirt & pant sets can be used), dark-
colored hand towels, t-shirts or undershirts, diaper pins, (socks 
are not needed at this time). Clothing should be sizes between 6 
months and 24 months. Please do not donate any items 
decorated with any religious symbols, messages, U.S. flag, 
patriotic or military symbols, or references to the armed 

 forces, including camouflage. Any questions please see Barb 
Sloat. Thank you! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICES 
(Prelude shortly before each service) 

3:00 pm – Miracle of Christmas Service 
7:00 pm – Festival of Christmas in Word and Song with Candlelight 
9:00 pm – Traditional Candlelight Service with Holy Communion 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
1st SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 

DECEMBER 26 
ONE SERVICE AT 9:30 AM 

Holy communion  
and lots of Christmas Carols! 

(No Faith Builders Sunday School that day) 

 



Sermon Notes 
Our Gospel lesson for the day strikingly fulfills Luke’s promise in the prologue to his 
Gospel that he “will undertake to compile a narrative of the things that have been 
accomplished among us.” Luke’s work is not a fiction. It is grounded in real events as 
evidenced by how he dates the launching of John the Baptist’s ministry in the fifteenth 
year of Roman Emperor Tiberius’ reign. That reference is further backed up by the 
mention of other historical figures. Among them being Pontius Pilate, Herod Antipas, 
Annas and Caiaphas. All people referenced outside of Luke as well. Historical figures we 
will run into again. There is depth to Luke’s history. It contains truth revealed. A truth for 
all time revealing God’s concrete plan for our salvation, which is a comfort. Though John 
shared a common time with these figures, his outlook was different. He was not 
interested in power for power’s sake, in engaging in plots of intrigue, nor was he 
corrupted.  
John responds not to opportunity: 

• His actions are governed by God’s calling to him. He has no armed force to back 

himself up with to compel what he commands them to do 

• He does not appease the crowds that gather from all over to hear Him. He does 

not give them a sweet saccharine message to impress them. He does not bribe 

them nor promise them easy existences. No, he accuses them of being a brood 

of vipers. Broods are the offspring of others. This generation is no better than the 

previous ones who poisoned the promise of Israel with their sin and apostasy, 

who have rebelled against God. They are as guilty as their ancestors. What hope 

is there for them? 

Malachi speaks of people being purified as metal in a refiner’s fire, which is not easy but 
a sign of hope. All is not lost but they must repent, be cleansed, to mark a new life, and 
be washed of their sin. To those John addresses, it seems impossible to correct such 
sin. Where do they begin and what do they do? Here, John is not as radical as one 
might expect. He says things like be honest, be fair, do not extort, do not exploit or 
cheat, give what extra you have to those who have nothing. This reminds us of the Small 
Catechism and Luther’s explanation to the 7th Commandment, “we should fear and love 
God so that we do not take our neighbor’s money or possessions or get them in any 
dishonest way but help him to improve and protect his possessions and income.” John 
had still a greater purpose. He was to be the forerunner to the Messiah the Savior. The 
people themselves could never win forgiveness through their actions and could not 
make the path straight for the Lord by their own will. God must do the heavy lifting. The 
God of our salvation. The God of the cross who will come as the Christ. 

1. Our faith rests on solid ground and on the truth of history in real events. 

2. God can and does bring his salvation amidst the brokenness of our times as he 

has always done and is bringing redemption to those who call upon his name. 

3. The Holy Spirit stirs us to service in God’s name. He initiates our response as he 

did to the people in John’s day. 



† 
TAKING FAITH HOME – December 5, 2021, AD 

 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS:  
These readings are related to the Lectionary readings for this Sunday. We invite you to 
take time each day to read the assigned Bible passage.  
 

Sunday Luke 3:1-6 Prepare the way of the Lord  
Monday Isaiah 40:1-11 A voice in the desert  
Tuesday Isaiah 57:14-19 Prepare the road  
Wednesday Isaiah 62:1-5,10-12 Prepare the way for the people  
Thursday Zechariah 2:10-13 The Lord will come to live among us  
Friday 1 Peter 1:13-16 Be holy as I am holy  
Saturday Psalm 85 Righteousness prepares the way  
Sunday Luke 3:7-18 One more powerful is coming 
 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK:  
 “Get the road ready for the Lord! Make a straight path for him.” Luke 3:4 (CEV) 
 

SAY, PRAY AND BLESS: 
 A Prayer for the Week:  
Lord, prepare your way in us. Set us straight where we are crooked and make us 
smooth where we are rough. Amen. (Luke 3:4-5)  
 

Mealtime Prayer:  
Lord Jesus, bless our home with joy this Advent. As we enjoy your gifts, make us ready 
for your coming again. Amen.  
 

A Blessing to Give:  
May God prepare your heart this Advent. May God help you to make good and loving 
choices and keep you pure and holy. Amen. (Philippians 1:10) 
 

 CARING CONVERSATION  
Discuss in your household or small group:  
• How are you preparing for Christmas? What will you do over the coming weeks to 
prepare – at home and at church?  
• John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus. How might we prepare the way for Jesus 
to come into our homes and communities? 
 

DEVOTIONS  
Use this simple liturgy for lighting the second candle on your Advent wreath this week:  
Leader: When Jesus was born an angel appeared to shepherds with “good news of 
great joy.” Our second Advent candle is the candle of joy. As we light it, let us celebrate 
the joy that Jesus gives us. (Light two candles.)  



All: Thank you, Lord Jesus, for giving us joy. Fill our home with joy this Christmas. 
Amen.  
 
SERVICE 
Look through this list of ideas for sharing during Advent. Choose one or more to put into 
practice this week:  
• Look through your clothes for “pre-loved” items that are still in good condition. Bundle 
them for delivery to a local thrift or charity store.  
• Bake cookies as a family. Keep half and give the rest away.  
• Locate Israel and Bethlehem on a globe or world map. Pray for peace in the country 
and region of Jesus’ birth.  
• Write an encouraging note to a friend you haven’t heard from in a while. 
 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
Create a “Jesse Tree” to celebrate Jesus’ heritage (Isaiah 11:1; Matthew 1:1-16). 
Prepare symbols using card and string. Include the names of Jesus’ ancestors and the 
related Bible references. Hang each on a small potted branch or on your Christmas Tree 
during the remainder of Advent. 
 
 
People and issues to pray for in your devotions this week: For those serving in 
dangerous places as they protect others from harm that they may be kept safe. For the 
lonely that they may find friendship, and for those mentioned today 
including____________________ and _______________________.  
 
 
 
 

 


