
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

July 5, AD 2020 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost  

   

Saint Paul Lutheran Church 
250 Trinity Road 
York, PA 17408 

www.saintpaul-trinity.org 
 

 (P=Pastor, AM=Assisting Minister, C=Congregation, *=please stand) (The order of service and several 
hymns are found in the green book –LBW, purple-W&P or in the blue book-WOV. Please silence all 
electronic devices as we give our attention to God's presence in this holy place.)  
 

Chimes 
Welcome, Announcements, Prayer Concerns 
 

 (During the prelude, anyone who would like to receive a special prayer and the laying on of hands may 
bring their concern with them and kneel or stand at the altar rail to receive this blessing. At this time the 
pastor who is preaching today will also kneel for prayer and those who wish to assist in praying for the Holy 
Spirit to bring forth the Word of God are invited to lay their hands on as well.) 
 

Prelude:  

(During the prelude you may wish to reflect on the following prayer: Dear God, we have so many things to 
be thankful for as both as Christians and Americans. Make this time of worship renewing for us spiritually 
and may we be so refreshed that we are better able to function as good citizens. Bless our nation with a 
renewed reverence for you and your word and raise up leaders who seek to honor you through their elected 
office. We pray all this in Jesus strong name. Amen. 
 

*Invocation and Order of Confession and Forgiveness  § 
P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: God shows His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

http://www.saintpaul-trinity.org/


C: C: Since, therefore, we have now been justified by His blood, much more shall we 
be saved by Him from the wrath of God. 
(please kneel or stand and observe a moment of silence for self-examination.)  
P: Let us confess our sins to God, our Father. 
C: Lord God, as we look into the mirror of Your Law, we see ourselves as we really 
are. 
P: We each see a person who struggles to control their tongue. 
C: We find ourselves saying things we shouldn’t and not saying what we should. 
P: We each see a person who struggles to control their thoughts. 
C: We find ourselves troubled with things that are in Your capable hands. We find 
our minds and hearts invaded by things such as revenge, jealousy, lust, and 
greed. 
P: We each see a person who struggles to live as one who is dead to sin and alive in 
Christ. 
C: We find ourselves wanting to live according to Your will and to walk according 

to Your ways, but instead, we miss the mark. 
P: Lord Jesus, we bring these sins to You this day, the sins we have spoken out loud 
and the ones that cry out from the depths of our soul. 
C: We come seeking the forgiveness You won for us. Create in each one of us a 
clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Amen. 
P: Baptized children of God, Jesus died to sin and rose to life again so that we might do 
the same. As God’s chosen people, we are dead to sin and alive to God in Jesus Christ. 
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 

*Processional Hymn: All People that on Earth Do Dwell  LBW# 245  
All people that on earth do dwell, Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; Him serve with 
mirth, his praise forth tell; Come ye before him and rejoice.  
 Know that the Lord is God indeed; Without our aid he did us make. We are his 
folk, he doth us feed, And for his sheep he doth us take. 
Oh, enter then his gates with praise; Approach with joy his courts unto; Praise, laud, 
and bless his name always, For it is seemly so to do. Public Domain  

 

*Apostolic Greeting § 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
*Kyrie                                                                         
P:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 



C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
*Salutation                                                      
P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
*The Prayer of the Day 
P: O God, you never undermine your purpose, as you perfectly provide for all that you 
create. Remove from our way all that is harmful and give us what will profit that we may 
share in your invincible grace; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
First Lesson: Zechariah 9:9-12 
(When the Israelites returned from Babylon and their situation of captivity, they found more difficulties at 
home. Fraught with religious, economic, social, and political issues, God pronounced his glorious vision of 
Israel’s future: God will act on their behalf and send a new King to save them.) 
 

9Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, 
your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted 
on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and 
the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak 
peace to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of 
the earth. 11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your 
prisoners free from the waterless pit. 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: 145:1-15 (read responsively)  
(The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. This psalm of praise to 
the Lord extols the wonders of God’s mercy and the glorious works of his hands.) 
 

L:1I will exalt you, O God my King, and bless your name forever and ever. 
C:2Every day will I bless you and praise your Name forever and ever. 
L:3Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; there is no end to his greatness. 
C:4One generation shall praise your works to another and shall declare your 
power. 
L:5I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty and all your marvelous works. 
C:6They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, and I will tell of your 
greatness. 
L:7They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; they shall sing of your 
righteous deeds. 



C:8The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and of great 
kindness. 
L:9The Lord is loving to everyone and his compassion is over all his works. 
C:10All your works praise you, O Lord, and your faithful servants bless you. 
L:11They make known the glory of your kingdom and speak of your power; 
C:12That the peoples may know of your power and the glorious splendor of your 
kingdom. 
L:13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all ages. 
C:14The Lord is faithful in all his words and merciful in all his deeds. 
L:15The Lord upholds all those who fall; he lifts up those who are bowed down. 
 

Second Lesson: Romans 7:14-25a 
(Paul described the conflict within him concerning following the law and giving in to sin. He said he does 
things he doesn’t want to do but is unable to do the good he would like to do. The flesh is held captive to sin, 
but the mind and heart are slaves to the law of God. We are rescued from this inner conflict by Christ our 
Lord.) 
 

14We know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin. 15For I do not 
understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 
16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good. 17So now it is no 
longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells in 
me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to 
carry it out. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on 
doing. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells 
within me. 21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 
22For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 23but I see in my members another 
law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that 
dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of 
death? 25aThanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! …  
L:  The Word of the Lord.   
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

*Alleluia Verse  
C: Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
*Gospel Announcement  
P: The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 11th chapter.       
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.   
Gospel: Matthew 11:25-30 
(The yoke that connects two evenly matched animals together makes their task much easier to accomplish. 
Jesus, who is stronger than we are, invites those who are weighed down with the burdens of life and sin to 
come to him, and he will place his yoke upon them. Those who do so will discover the gentle and humble 
nature of our Lord, whose yoke makes life easier and lighter for us as we trust in him.) 
 

25Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden 
these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; 26yes, 
Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my 
Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father 



except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28Come to me, all 
who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
P:  The Gospel of the Lord.    
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Sermon: Pastor Sally Gausmann 

28Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. Matthew 11:28-30 
 
Did you ever hurt yourself doing a job that you should have asked for help with? Sore 
shoulder, back ache, maybe you dropped it on your foot, or maybe it just took 5 hours 
when it could have taken two with a little help. What causes us to get in these situations? 
Maybe there’s no one around who has the skills or interest to help. Maybe there’s just no 
one around. I would say that occasionally the real problem has to do with pride. It’s this 
little phrase that kind of gets to us – “Who needs _____________ (you fill in the blank.) 
Who needs an instruction booklet – I can figure out how to put this together myself….  
Who needs a plumber – I can unclog the drain with some Drano… Who needs parenting 
advice – I can figure this childrearing thing out on my own. You know what many people 
are saying today – who needs God we’ve got science. Who needs church – I have the 
basketball team for fellowship… Who needs history….we are smarter now than ever 
before in the history of humankind. Who needs forgiveness – I’m basically a nice 
person…” 
When Jesus says that there is something that has been hidden from the wise and 
understanding that has been revealed to children, in part this is what he is talking about. 
If someone is not interested in the help that God is offering, if they are “too smart for 
God” then God will reveal his love and mercy to those who are looking for help. If 
anyone fails to acknowledge that they are a sinner, then their hearts will be closed to the 
gospel message. After all the heart, not the head, is the home of the gospel. It is not 
cleverness that shuts out the gospel message, it is pride. Likewise, it is not stupidity 
which admits the gospel into our lives, it is humility. 
How many of you are familiar with the old tv show “Let’s Make a Deal”? I just found out 
recently that it is still on so you can catch an episode if you want. The idea in the show is 
that you are trying to get a prize of some sort by choosing between multiple options – but 
it is all a mystery. The choices are behind closed doors or in an envelope or a box, which 
could either have something good in it or something worthless or funny. Once the 
contestant makes a choice the host will often say, ok you can keep that choice or trade it 
for another mysterious prize. There’s lots of decisions to make and it is all just a stab in 
the dark – well there is actually a statistical ratio for what your chances are of getting a 
good prize, but there is no guarantee.  
When Jesus offers the disciples his yoke – he is offering them a trade, but there is no 
mystery. If you take Jesus’ yoke you are trading in the heavy burden of sin and death for 



the gentle yoke of righteousness and life. Here’s the clincher though - You can’t take on 
Jesus’ yoke unless you are willing to give up the yoke you are currently wearing. It 
sounds like a perfectly good trade in – what you would call a no brainer – Jesus’ yoke 
leads us to rest and peace – what more could a person want? And yet there are some 
people who out and out reject this offer and then there are those of us who just lose 
sight of what a blessing it is that Jesus is offering us new life and we temporarily or 
sporadically choose our way instead. After all, when you take on a yoke what does that 
mean – it means you are guided by the yoke – and well there are just an enormous 
abundance of different things that guide our lives. Some of us are guided by our work 
schedules or our finances or our family demands. But we all have a yoke.  
Jesus gives us a yoke that will steer us on right pathways. Think about the yoke for a 
minute – it is an apparatus that hooks together two animals so that they can work 
together. When we take on Jesus yoke, who are we hooked to – Jesus. Jesus is right 
there beside us. But here is the other amazing thing – Jesus is also the driver of this 
yoke. How can that be? It is possible only for the very Son of God – the Savior who is 
simultaneously God and man. This same savior can live in our hearts and live in heaven. 
He can be the host and the meal at Communion. And so he can be yoked beside us and 
be above us, before us, behind us, guiding the yoke along right pathways. This is why 
His yoke is easy and His burden is light – it’s because he is right here – right along 
beside us, helping us to bear the yoke, he is right with us guiding the yoke. 
You know the old saying: You can lead a horse to water, but you can’t make it drink. I 
might have told you about one of my most embarrassing moments – well, there has 
been a lot, but this one involved donkey basketball. I don’t know if these events are now 
outlawed or politically incorrect but 25 years ago, they were used as fundraisers. I’m not 
sure if it was MS or some other cause but I was asked to participate, and I said yes. We 
were in the local high school gymnasium and I was up on a donkey oh so very 
temporarily because  the donkey that I was assigned didn’t want a rider and he kept 
dipping his head in such a way as to make this perfect slide which I descended over and 
over again – I’d get on the donkey and he or she would shrug me off, I don’t know how 
many times I tried to get on the donkey and stay on but I can tell you I didn’t play much 
basketball. 
The donkey didn’t want to be yoked to me. I can understand – even 25 years ago I was 
a fairly heavy load. But what about Jesus’ yoke – it isn’t heavy, why would anyone shake 
it off? Why wouldn’t someone want to trade in sin and death for the gentle yoke of 
forgiveness and new life. I guess some people feel that repentance is somehow negative 
– it involves things like guilt and a change of behavior which sometimes sounds scary. 
But an early Christian monk named St. John Climacus once said, “Repentance is the 
daughter of hope and the denial of despair.” An orthodox bishop named Kallistos Ware 
also said, “Repentance is not self-hatred,” as some moderns would like us to believe, but 
“it is the affirmation of my true self as made in God’s image. To repent is to look, not 
downward at my own shortcomings, but upward at God’s love; not backward with self-
reproach, but forward with trustfulness. It is to see, not what I have failed to be, but what 
by the grace of Christ I can yet become.” Repentance is not a single act but an ongoing 
attitude. An attitude where we don’t say – who needs…., but instead we say, “I need, I 



need thee every hour.” It is an attitude where we long for God and the gifts of life and 
salvation that he provides through the cross of Christ.  
Talking about yokes might seem counterintuitive on a weekend where we celebrate our 
freedom as Americans. But freedom has never meant lawlessness or anarchy. Freedom 
has always had guiding principles. Our forefathers were not perfect, none of them would 
ever claim to be, in fact, just the opposite, they understood that human beings are sinful 
and at every level we need checks and balances. That’s why we have the system of 
government that we have – we all need a yoke, a guide for our lives. Why not be yoked 
to Christ – for his yoke is easy and his burden is light. So we live a life of repentance, 
always seeking to give up the yoke of sin and turning again and again to Christ who will 
lift us up and hold us in his tender care now and forever. Amen 
*The Votum 
 

*Hymn of the Day: Eternal Father, Strong to Save  LBW# 467 
Eternal Father, strong to save, whose arm has bound the restless wave, who bade the 
mighty ocean deep its own appointed limits keep; oh, hear us when we cry to thee for 
those in peril on the sea. 

O Savior, whose almighty word the winds and waves submissive heard, who walked 
upon the foaming deep, and calm amid the storm didst sleep:  oh, hear us when we 
cry to thee for those in peril on the sea. 

O Holy Spirit, who didst brood upon the chaos dark and rude, and bid its angry tumult 
cease, and give, for wild confusion, peace:  Oh, hear us when we cry to thee for those in 
peril on the sea. Public Domain 
 

*The Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power 
of the Holy Spirit, and born of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day, he 
rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

*The Prayer of the Church 
P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 
their needs… 
Oh King of Kings and Lord of all, your rule reigns supreme, your power and majesty can 
never be depleted, you will come again in all your glory to judge the living and the dead. 
We praise you for your great love and mercy, sealed on a cross for your endless victory 
assured through Resurrection, for your eternal promises, driving us forward towards our 
heavenly home. Overwhelm unbelief, confirm faith, renew the face of the earth, leading 
all to worship you. 
Lord in your mercy… 



We give you thanks for the nation we have been blessed to call home, for its prosperity, 
for its natural beauty, for its wealth of human talent, innovation, and ability to assimilate 
people from so many backgrounds into its vast society, for the faith our constitution 
values.  Renew this Republic in this time of great challenge to it, conform it to your will, 
cause its people to humbly acknowledge your sovereignty and protect the rights of all 
our citizens with a justice system that is blind to race, creed or color while upholding the 
rule of law. 
Lord in your mercy… 
We acknowledge the stubborn nature of our sinfulness, our tendency to stray so easily 
from your Word, to be overwhelmed by the challenges of life even those that quickly 
fade away. Humble our hearts, that we would be more fully open to your grace, help to 
examine our consciences that we would let go of habits and emotions which are contrary 
to your will. We don’t deserve your love but you pour it forth abundantly, we thank you 
for this unconditional sacrifice. 
Lord in your mercy… 
We recall all who defend our freedoms, who face enemies and potential enemies to 
guard our democracy and those of our allies. Bless and protect our service men and 
women including Dayne in the Navy, be with our intelligence officers and embassy 
personnel. Guide our leaders including our President and his cabinet as they identify 
threats and how to address them. You oh Lord are the Prince of Peace, may wars and 
rumors of war cease under your divine providence. 
Lord in your mercy… 
Merciful Lord, bless the many who are suffering from disease, virus, turmoil, loneliness 
and all manner of difficulty. We include in our prayers________________and those we 
now name silently or aloud_________. 
Lord in your mercy…. 
P: Into your hands oh Lord we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.          
C: Amen. 
*Passing of the Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:  And also with you.   (We share the peace with one another.) 

 
 

Offertory:  
*Offertory Prayer: 
P: Let us pray… Blessed are you,    
C: O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed 
us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our 
lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
 
*Great Thanksgiving  
P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 



P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, whose death lets us rest and rely on the Father’s grace, and whose resurrection 
leads us in the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying: 
*The Sanctus  
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might:  Heaven and earth are full 
of your glory, Hosanna, in the highest.  Blessed is He who comes in the name of 
the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
*Eucharistic Prayer #33  
P: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you gave 
your only Son that all those who believe in him should not perish but have eternal life. 
We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. 
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may receive our Lord with a living faith 
as he comes to us in his holy supper. 
C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
*The Words of Institution  
*The Lord’s Prayer         
*P: Lord remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray… 
All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
Lamb of God                      
C: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of 
God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take 
away the sin of the word; grant us peace, grant us peace.  
 

Distribution of Holy Communion (Carol plays special music)  
 

*Blessing 
*Post Communion Canticle:   
All: Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev’ryone what he has done.  Let all 
who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name.   He recalls his promises 
and leads his people forth in joy with shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, Alleluia. 
*Post Communion Prayer: + 
P: Let us pray. Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of 
those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 



*Benediction: 
P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of 
the Father and of the +Son and of the Holy Spirit. C: Amen.  
 

*Recessional Hymn: My Country Tis of Thee LBW# 566 
My country, ‘tis of thee, sweet land of liberty of thee I sing: land where my fathers died, 
land of the pilgrims’ pride, from ever’ry mountainside let freedom ring. 

My native country, thee, land of the noble free, Thy name I love; I love thy rocks and 
rills, Thy woods and templed hills; my heart with rapture thrills like that above. 

Let music swell the breeze, and ring from all the trees sweet freedom’s song; let mortal 
tongues awake; let all that breathe partake; let rocks their silence break, the song 
prolong. 
  Our father’s God, to thee, Author of liberty, to thee we sing:  Long may our land be 
bright with freedom’s holy light.  Protect us by Thy might, Great God, our King.  
Public Domain 
 

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord! C: Thanks be to God. 
Postlude:  
 + Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress License 7654-L.  §Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish Series A Pt 2.^<Sola Publishing 2015 
 

Thought for the day: Human life is filled with burdens of many kinds. We are captive to 
our sinful natures, which cause us, as St. Paul says, to do the things we do not want to 
do. With God on our side, we are promised to have One who will look out for us, who will 
free us from our burdens. Jesus promises all those who are weary and heavy - laden 
with stress, conflict, suffering, and the pains of life that he will give us rest. 
   
SPONSORSHIPS to the Glory of God: ALTAR FLOWERS in memory of Gregory Bahn 
by his mother, Bernice Bahn, sisters & family / in loving memory of Gladys Allison by the 
family  BULLETIN in honor of Norma Krebs/ birthday by Todd, Lorie & Samantha Krebs 
BREAD & WINE in memory of our parents, Lynn & Delores Slothour and Frank & 
Marian Masemer by Lesa & Doug Masemer DVD: to the glory of God by Denny & Deb 
Shue PARISH MESSENGER: in honor of the birthdays of Laura, Maci, & Max Runyan 
and the baptism of Noah Gausmann SANCTUARY LAMP: in honor of our children by 
Marty & Sandy Albright 
 

Please call the Pastors if you or a loved one are in the hospital, we do not usually 
get informed of your stay by any of the hospitals even if you are registered under our 
congregation’s name, and we want to make sure you get pastoral care.  Thank you! 

 
Attention Men: Just so you know we are planning to have Men’s Group again in the fall 
with a return to a popular theme we had several years ago “Stuff they didn’t teach you in 
Sunday School”. This year we will have a different edition of it, on the Prophets.  We will 
also have short presentations from members and guest alike as they fill in this statement 
“my life as a __________.”   
 



SPECIAL APPEAL FOR: July Gideons  
Distributing Bibles and New Testaments around the World 

Having God's Word can and does lead people to faith in Christ, and those new 
Christians then grow by studying their Scriptures and even use them to share their faith 
with others. For this reason, the Gideons focus on distributing complete Bibles, New 
Testaments, or portions thereof. These copies of God's Word are either given directly to 
certain individuals or placed in selected public locations where large numbers of people, 
may be searching for answers. We are thankful that a few of our members, are a part of 
this organization which does vital work for the kingdom of God. Prayerfully consider how 
you are able to help support this work financially. Checks should be made payable to 
Saint Paul Lutheran Church with Gideons in the memo line. Thank you! Funds to date 
for Shallow Wells: $1890.00 

 

SAINT PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
250 Trinity Road   York, PA 17408   792-1650 

PASTORS Rev. Sara “Sally” Gausmann e-mail: Pastor.Sally@comcast.net   
                  Cell phone – 717-487-1790      

         Rev. Paul Gausmann           e-mail: Pastor.Paul@comcast.net 

      Cell phone -717-495-6582  
PARISH SECRETARY                     Kate Frye  church office: 792-1650 
e-mail: stpauladmin@comcast.net  Website:www.saintpaul-trinity.org WIFI: John3:16 
OFFICE HOURS                                    Mon.-Fri. 8:00am-2:00pm  
MUSIC DIRECTOR                 Carol Moscony 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY                     Carol Frey 
MINI SEXTON                                        Jack Hall  
Missionaries: Andy Stump in Haiti, Luke & Ruth in the Philippians 
 

Activities for the week of July 5, 2020      
Sun.  7/5 Fifth Sunday after Pentecost  

8:15am Divine Worship Service -Indoors 
   10:00am Divine Worship Service – Outdoors 
Mon.  7/6 9:00am Staff Meeting  
Wed.  7/8 7:00pm Worship & Music Committee Meeting 
Thurs.  7/9 9:30am Pastors’ Text Study  
Sun.  7/12 Sixth Sunday after Pentecost  

8:15am Divine Worship Service -Indoors 
          10:00am Divine Worship Service – Outdoors 

 
We will be having a modified VBS filled with fun activities for the kids!  
Mark your calendars for July 14, 16, 21, and 23 from 9:30am -11:15am. 
Registration forms are available at church or on the web site. Helpers 
are still needed.  
 
 

mailto:Pastor.Sally@comcast.net
mailto:Pastor.Paul@comcast.net
mailto:stpauladmin@comcast.net
http://www.saintpaul-trinity.org/


 
 

Mark your calendars for Monday, July 27th. Saint Paul will be packing lunches at the 
Harvest of Hope Food Pantry from 10:00am till 5:30pm, we will split this into two shifts 
10-2 and 2-5:30. Please sign up in the Narthex for this very worthy ministry!  

 
 

Scholarship applications are available in the Narthex and need to be turned in by 
July12th, interviews will be held on July 19th and 26th.   

 
 

Need Back-to-School Clothing????  
New & Gently Used Clothing Event 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
201 South Main Street, Spring Grove 

Friday, August 7th (Rain date Aug. 8th) 4:00 - 6:00 pm 
*Outside Event – Masks must be worn. 

*Only 1 adult per family may shop. 
*No children permitted to attend. 

Clothing available for children entering grades K-8 
Approximate sizes: Child’s 3 to Adult-Small 

Offered as a community program of several area churches to benefit 
families in need within the Spring Grove Area School District. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Listening for the Promise 
Weekly Devotional 

 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost-July 5, 2020 

 
“At that time Jesus declared, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 

 you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed  
them to little children; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.’”  

- Matthew 11:25-26- 
 

Has anyone ever asked you when you were saved? This question can be dangerous 
since it sometimes causes Christians to doubt their faith. Moreover, as Lutherans, we 
may struggle to answer this question since it arises from a different theological 
framework. Therefore, we will approach this question by questioning the framework 
behind it. 
 

 In this regard, many evangelical Christians hold that everyone can understand God’s 
truth. What saves us is making a decision to accept it. But Lutherans understand 
salvation differently. We believe that no amount of wisdom and understanding will 
allow us to know the hidden things of God until he first reveals them to us. He must 
first save us before we can know these truths.  
 

 Within a Lutheran framework, what saves us is not our decision for God, but God’s 
decision for us. Even the faith by which we believe is a gift of God’s grace. Our 
decision for Christ is but the response of a newly saved person to God’s grace. Thus, 
it is not that we must make a decision for Christ in order to be born again. Rather, we 
must be born again to make a decision for Christ. 
 

 In Scripture, God’s work of salvation unfolds in a couple of ways. Paul was clearly an 
adult convert. People like him can name the day and the hour of their conversion. 
However, John the Baptist was born again from his mother’s womb. Like John the 
Baptist, those of us who were baptized as infants cannot remember our conversion. 
We experience spiritual growth over time but cannot recall its starting point. 
 

 What both of these cases share in common is the priority of God’s grace in salvation. 
By grace God overcame the hardness of Paul’s heart, and by grace he gave John the 
Baptist a soft heart even before birth. How ever we are saved, therefore, our decision 
for God is always a response to his saving grace. And for Lutherans this decision 
occurs daily as we return to our baptism in repentance. 
Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2020, Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.com), written by John King. Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The 
Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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TAKING FAITH HOME – July 5, 2020 AD 
 These readings are related to the Lectionary readings for this Sunday.  
We invite you to take time each day to read the assigned Bible passage.  
 

Sunday Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 Rest for the weary  
Monday Isaiah 40:28-31 God gives strength  
Tuesday Jeremiah 31:1-6 God comes to give rest  
Wednesday Jeremiah 31:23-26 God will refresh the weary  
Thursday Matthew 6:25-34 Do not worry  
Friday Luke 12:22-31 God knows your needs  
Saturday Psalm 62:1-8 Find rest in God alone  
Sunday Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 Parable of the sower and seed 
 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest.” Matthew 11:28 (NLT) 
 

SAY, PRAY AND BLESS:  
A Prayer for the Week:  
Lord Jesus, we bring our burdens to you. Please give us rest and teach us your ways. 
Amen. (Matthew 11:28-30)  

 

Mealtime Prayer:  
God so kind, you give us food for our bodies. Please give us peace in our hearts and 
rest for our souls. Praise be to you! Amen.  

 

A Blessing to Give:  
May God take your burdens from you and give you rest. May God lift you up and show 
you great love. Amen. (Matthew 11:28;  
Psalm 145:13-14) 

 

 CARING CONVERSATIONS  
Discuss in your household or small group:  
• Have you ever felt worn out? Share your experiences.  
• Jesus invites those who are weary and carrying heavy burdens to come to him, and 
promises to give them rest. How does Jesus help us when we are weary?  
• A yoke was something that joined two animals together when working in the fields. In 
what ways are Christians “yoked” to Jesus? 

 
SERVICE  
Do you know someone who is heavily burdened with sickness, grief, depression or other 
troubles? Send them an encouraging card or note featuring Jesus’ words from Matthew 
11:28.  
 



RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
Place a bowl of water on a table or bench in your home, and next to it a bowl of marbles 
or river stones. Invite members of your household to symbolically deposit their worries 
into the bowl each day this week by dropping in a stone or stones. After they do, they 
can make the sign of the cross on their foreheads with a wet finger, remembering Jesus’ 
love for them pledged in baptism. 
 
 
People and issues to pray for in your devotions this week: For our nation that it may 
experience spiritual growth, for the safety of first responders, and for all those who 
genuinely seek justice and good reform including________________________ and 
____________________. 
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