
 
(Welcome: Obviously the following service is abridged due to our inability to meet 
together as a congregation. Please read through it aloud if you can and sing the songs 
and parts of the service as indicated if you wish. 
In uncertain times we can draw upon the resources of worship which have strengthened 
the faithful for two thousand years. 
Please note that we will be making videos available on our webpage this week of this 
service, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday. A reading through of the Easter Vigil 
service will be posted on Facebook Live, and Easter Sunday service will be on our 
Webpage. Daily Devotions also continue share any of these with others you think will 
benefit from them.  Blessings in Christ!  
The Pastors can be reached at 717-495-6582 (Pastor Paul) 717-487-1790 (Pastor Sally) 

April 5, 2020 
Palm Sunday  

8:15 am 
Saint Paul Lutheran Church 

250 Trinity Road 
York, PA 17408 

www.saintpaul-trinity.org 
 

Welcome, Announcements, Prayer Concerns /Joys and Concerns 
  

Prelude:  
(During the prelude, you may wish to reflect on the following prayer: 
Merciful Father, as His early followers greeted Christ as He entered the holy city of Jerusalem, so 
do we celebrate His entry this day into His church. As they laid their palm branches before Him 
then so do we now hail His Lordship. Cause us to be diligent in our observance of this Holy Week 
that we might faithfully absorb and observe how His cross and resurrection have fulfilled your 
purposes. In His name we pray. Amen.) 

http://www.saintpaul-trinity.org/


   
*INVOCATION  
L: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C: Amen. 
*CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
L:  Gracious God, your Son, Jesus Christ rules over our lives as the Prince of Peace; 
bringing your reconciliation to our lives. On this Palm Sunday as we remember our 
Lord’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem, we humbly reflect upon his forgiveness of our 
sins, thankful to You that through him all things are possible.  

(please kneel or stand and observe a time of silence for self-examination.) 

L:  Forgiving Lord, 
C:  Two thousand years ago you returned to Jerusalem in the knowledge that you 
would soon die for our sins.  In spite of your infinite power you chose the path of 
suffering for our sakes, that we might be a renewed and forgiven people.  Humble 
us, we pray Lord, forgive us our sins and help us to more fully appreciate the 
blessing of your forgiveness and more readily desire to do your will. 
L:  Through the cross, Christ has shown his mercy and granted newness of life.  Rejoice, 
your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the +Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
C:  Amen. 
 

*Apostolic Greeting  § 
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you.  
*Opening Prayer 
P: Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, gathered to 
greet Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, grant that we may ever 
hail Him as our King and, when He comes again, may go forth to meet Him with trusting 
and steadfast hearts and follow Him in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. C: Amen. 
 
*ENTRANCE PSALM: Psalm 118:19-29 
(The Lord answers his people and becomes their salvation. The works of the Lord are marvelous in the sight 
of his people. They give thanks and praise to God, for he is good. God’s steadfast love endures forever.) 

L:  19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and 
give thanks to the LORD.C:  20 This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall enter 
through it.  
L:  21 I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation. 
C:  22 The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 
L:  23 This is the LORD's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
C:  24 This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
L:  25 Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us success! 
C:  26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!  We bless you from the 



house of the LORD. 
L:  27 The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us. Bind the festal 
sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar! 
C:  28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God; I will extol 
you. 
L:  29 Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever! 
 

*PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: John 12:12-19  
(Pilgrims who had gathered in Jerusalem for the Passover heard that Jesus was coming into town. They 
went out to meet him, laid palm branches at his feet, and shouted, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord.”) 

12The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming 
to Jerusalem. 13So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying 
out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of 
Israel!” 14And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 15“Fear not, 
daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 16His disciples 
did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they 
remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 
17The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised 
him from the dead continued to bear witness. 18The reason why the crowd went to meet 
him was that they heard he had done this sign. 19So the Pharisees said to one another, 
“You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.” 
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C: Praise to You, O Christ. (spoken) 
 

*Processional Hymn: All Glory, Laud, and Honor 
Refrain: All glory, laud, and honor to You, Redeemer, King, 
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 
You are the King of Israel and David's royal Son,  
Now in the Lord's name coming, our King and blessed One. 
Refrain  
The company of angels is praising You on high, and we with all creation in chorus make 
reply. Refrain 
The multitude of pilgrims with palms before You went; Our praise and prayer and 
anthems before You we present. Refrain  
To You before Your passion they sang their hymns of praise; To You, now high exalted, 
our melody we raise. 
Refrain  
Their praises we accepted; accept the prayers we bring, great author of all goodness, O 
good and gracious King.  Refrain.  
Text: Theodulf of Orléans, c. 762-821; translated by John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt. 
Tune: VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN, Melchoir Teschner, 1584-1635 Text & tune: Public domain 
 

*CONCLUDING PROCESSIONAL SENTENCES 
P: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD. 
C: Hosanna in the highest! Matthew 21:9 



First Lesson:  Isaiah 50:4-9a 
4The Lord God has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know how to 
sustain with a word him who is weary. Morning by morning he awakens; he awakens my 
ear to hear as those who are taught. 5The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not 
rebellious; I turned not backward. 6I gave my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to 
those who pull out the beard; I hid not my face from disgrace and spitting. 7But the Lord 
God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like a 
flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 8He who vindicates me is near. Who will 
contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who is my adversary? Let him come near to 
me. 9a Behold, the Lord God helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
L: The Word of the Lord.    
C: Thanks be to God  
 

Second Lesson:  Philippians 2:5-11 
(Paul exhorts the Philippians to have among themselves the same mind as that of Christ — one of humility 
and self-emptying. The hymnic praise of Christ’s self-emptying concludes with the assertion that God has so 
highly exalted him that every knee shall bend and head bow at his name.) 
 

5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was 
in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but emptied 
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being 
found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the 
name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
L:  The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Children’s Sermon Hymn: Jesus, Remember Me  WOV#740 (2 times)  
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.  Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom.    Public Domain 

 

Children’s Sermon:  Pastor Paul 
(Just a reminder to all families that there is an excellent daily devotions available to 
families at www.holyfamilytime.com. Going through these daily devotions can truly 
enrich Christian families in their sharing of the faith.)  
 
Today, Palm Sunday we remember how Jesus was welcomed into the holy city of 
Jerusalem by a crowd of people who called out to him ”Hosanna”  which means save 
now, for they knew that he was God’s appointed King of Israel. To greet him they waved 
palm branches before him, a sign of victory and peace, they were happy that Jesus had 
now come to grant them God’s peace. All of us can be certain that Jesus, the now risen 
Lord, is still with us to this day. Why not get the family together and draw some palm 
branches, cut them out and form a little procession, perhaps using some stuffed animals 
or other toy characters of your own and joyfully say   “Hosanna! Blessed is he who 

http://www.holyfamilytime.com/


comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” Everyday, we can welcome the 
Lord into our home as we share His word serve him and others.  Let us pray. Thank you 
Jesus, for being our Savior today and every day, we welcome you into our home as the 
Lord of our lives now and forevermore. Amen. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 27:11-54   
11Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King 
of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” 12But when he was accused by the chief 
priests and elders, he gave no answer. 13Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how 
many things they testify against you?” 14But he gave him no answer, not even to a single 
charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 15Now at the feast the governor was 
accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. 16And they 
had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17So when they had gathered, Pilate said 
to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called 
Christ?” 18For he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. 19Besides, 
while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do 
with that righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream.” 
20Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and 
destroy Jesus. 21The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to 
release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do 
with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” 23And he said, 
“Why? What evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified! 
24So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, 
he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this 
man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25And all the people answered, “His blood be on us 
and on our children!” 26Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged 
Jesus, delivered him to be crucified. 27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into 
the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion before him. 28And 
they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29and twisting together a crown of 
thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, 
they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 30And they spit on him and took the 
reed and struck him on the head. 31And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of 
the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him. 32As they went 
out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry his 
cross. 33And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 
34they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not 
drink it. 35And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by 
casting lots. 36Then they sat down and kept watch over him there. 37And over his head 
they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 
38Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. 39And 
those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 40and saying, “You who would 
destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, 
come down from the cross.” 41So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, 



mocked him, saying, 42“He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of 
Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43He trusts in 
God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 
44And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way. 45Now 
from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 46And about 
the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that 
is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47And some of the bystanders, 
hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” 48And one of them at once ran and took a 
sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. 49But the 
others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 50And Jesus cried 
out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 51And behold, the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were 
split. 52The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen 
asleep were raised, 53and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into 
the holy city and appeared to many. 54When the centurion and those who were with him, 
keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with 
awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”  

 
 Sermon: Pastor Sally 
“He emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant…” Philippians 2:7 

We have come to know more about emptiness lately than what we are used to: 

empty calendars – where we had work obligations, family obligations, sports obligations 

– now we have a shift in how we fill our days; what about those empty shelves at the 

store – what section will be empty today? No eggs or butter or bread or bananas or toilet 

paper; even the streets are emptier of cars than usual – the constant whir of traffic is 

more like the occasional hum. And here we are in an empty church – it’s not how we 

want it to be. We are used to filling empty spaces and places with things – music breaks 

the emptiness of silence, activities break the emptiness of the hours, food and drink fill 

the emptiness within.  

Why would Jesus intentionally empty himself? What was he emptying himself of? 

A lot of what we know about Jesus has to do with fullness not emptiness. Galatians 4:4-

5 says: But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 

born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 

adoption as sons. And John 1:14 says: And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 

us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 

and truth. And a few verses later in John 1:16 it says: For from his fullness we have all 

received, grace upon grace. Jesus came in the fullness of time, he was full of grace and 

truth and he is so full of grace that it has overflowed in our lives – grace upon grace. 

Anyone who knows Jesus knows the fullness of joy in his presence as Psalm 16 says. 

So what is this emptiness that St. Paul speaks about in Philippians all about? 

http://biblehub.com/galatians/4-5.htm


It is indeed true that Christ brings a fullness to our lives that is hard to describe. It 

is the fullness of knowing that we are not alone even if this virus has tried to isolate us. It 

is the fullness of knowing that we have enough to share even when the shelves are 

bare. It is the fullness of knowing that God is at work through all of the talented men and 

women who are at the epicenter of fighting this disease. 

But we also know that all of our fullness comes from this amazing act of God. 

That Jesus Christ emptied himself. This Son of God who could walk on water, calm a 

storm, bring the dead back to life and give sight to the blind did not count equality with 

God as something to exploit – he didn’t use it for his own benefit, he set aside his rights 

and he lived and died in obedience to the will of the Father. He gave up his life for the 

sins of the world. He emptied himself so that He could take on our sin and our suffering. 

He could have taken in all those Hosannas of Palm Sunday, he could have simply 

basked in the glory of the adoring crowd, but Jesus didn’t come to bring glory to himself, 

he came to serve and give his life as a ransom for many. So he did the humble thing, he 

fulfilled his mission, he looked to our needs and not his own. 

Jesus once looked over a crowd that had gathered around him and commented 

that they looked like sheep without a shepherd. It was a hungry crowd, not only were 

their stomachs empty, but they had a longing for the hope and guidance and promise 

that only Christ could bring. Other leaders both political and religious only brought them 

demands they could not meet and regulations that got them nowhere. Sheep without a 

shepherd will get themselves into all kinds of trouble. Just think what trouble we have 

gotten ourselves into when we have gone along with the ways of the world rather than 

doing things God’s way. Just think how things have spun out of control when our focus 

has been only on ourselves, our own interests, our own schedules, when we have 

become full of ourselves. Full of anger or disappointment, full of resentment or jealousy. 

This is the kind of crowd that Jesus fed – not only a real meal of bread and fish but he 

fed them this food that we long for today, he fed them his word of promise. He told them 

how to find life and life abundant. 

And this abundant life is not what you might first think – it’s not a high paying 

career, or a great social life. It’s not about awards or scholarship – Jesus’ abundant life 

is about faith in God and service to our neighbor. Loving our enemy and praying for 

those who persecute us. Jesus’ abundant life is about emptiness. How can that be – the 

two things seem like polar opposites. But when Jesus emptied himself taking the form of 

a servant, suffering death on the cross, experiencing the humiliation of torture and the 

pain of abandonment he was showing us the fullness of God’s love, the extent to which 

God would go for the redemption of our lives. He emptied himself so that we could be full 

of love and forgiveness and peace. 



This is Palm Sunday and sometimes it almost seems like a mini Easter, with the 

excitement of waving palms branches (usually) and the shouts of Hosanna – Psalm 118 

assigned for this day even has a celebratory tone – On this day the Lord has acted; we 

will rejoice and be glad in it. And although our rejoicing is real, because we know not 

only the joy of having Christ in our midst, but we also know the work that he is 

accomplishing on our behalf, still there is a somber undertone. For we remember that 

Jesus entered Jerusalem to the sound of hosanna but would soon have beating down 

upon his ears the horrible words of “crucify him” and beating down upon his body the 

whips of a cruel punishment that he did not deserve. He emptied himself, laid aside his 

royal crown to receive a crown of thorns. Bearing the weight of our sin and the burden of 

that cross. All this from the perfect Son of God. He could have held on to life, used his 

power to slay those passing figures of history. But instead he emptied himself, by taking 

the form of a servant. He was born into our life and he lived it for us. He died for us. And 

thanks be to God he rose victorious for us. 

Because of that accomplishment there is good news for all people for all time. 

God wants to fill all the empty places of our lives with his love and his mercy. Our 

emptiness is an opportunity to experience the love of Christ being poured out upon us. 

When we open our hearts to this gift we find that we are not simply full but our cups are 

overflowing. I have heard and seen many cases of overflowing love during this time of 

crisis. Business owners offering to pay their employees as long as they possibly can, 

Pizza shops delivering free pizza to emergency room workers, companies transforming 

the production facilities in order to make masks or ventilators. This is the work of Christ 

in our midst. By the power of the Holy Spirit God is working the fullness of his love and 

forgiveness throughout our world. 

Saint Paul begins this section of Philippians with this encouragement: Have this 

mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus. This is the call for Christ’s 

people – that we would also be those who would be willing to empty ourselves in order 

to take up the cross. Let go of those things that stand in the way of our ability to serve 

and let Christ work his power through us. Because God is preparing us for that day when 

every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory 

of God the Father. Amen. 

*The Votum  And Now may the peace of God which passes all understanding keep 
our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen 
 

*Hymn of the Day:  The Lamb Lutheran Service Book #547 
The Lamb, the Lamb, O Father, where’s the sacrifice?  Faith sees, believes God will 
provide the Lamb of price! 
Refrain:  Worthy is the Lamb whose death makes me his own!  The Lamb is reigning on 
his throne! 



The Lamb, the Lamb, One perfect final offering.  The Lamb, the Lamb, Let earth join 
heaven His praise to sing. Refrain. 

The Lamb, the Lamb, As wayward sheep their shepherd kill.  So still, His will on our 
behalf the Law to fill. Refrain. 

He sighs, He dies, He takes my sin and wretchedness.  He lives, forgives, He gives me 
His own righteousness. Refrain. 

He rose, He rose, My heart with thanks now overflows. His song, prolong ‘Till every 
heart to Him belong. Refrain.              Gerald Patrick Coleman © 1987 Morning Star Music Publishers, St. Louis, 

MO. CCLI License # 1757631 

 

*The Nicene Creed  

     We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; of 
all that is seen and unseen.  
     We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from True God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made. For us 
and for our salvation, he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake, he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the 
third day he rose again, in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
     We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son; With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
*The Prayers (Please respond “Hear our prayer.”)  (written by Chuck Mann) 
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 
their needs…. (brief silence) 
Most Holy God, you are the source of all goodness, wisdom, mercy, and life. The entire 
world sits in anxiety and fear by the spread of this virus, give us endurance, and healing 
to be a living example as your Church to the rest of the world.  As we enter this journey 
of Holy Week, grant us new life as we follow Jesus to the cross. Remind us of his 
selfless sacrifice for humanity and fill us with a renewed understanding of what Jesus’ 
life, death, and resurrection mean for all who trust in you. We pray for everyone who, 
even in this time of shared suffering and crisis, refuses to turn to you. Let them see the 
light of your love, O Lord, and grant us humility, compassion, patience, and endurance 
so that we are living examples of your light. P: Lord, in your mercy……  
C: Hear our Prayer 
Dear God, grant your word of peace to a world suffering and feeling ever so isolated in 
this time of social distancing.  We are thankful that you sent your Son, who humbled 
himself and was obedient to your will to the point of death, even on a cross. We are 



grateful for all those who labor for others, especially doctors and nurses, first 
responders, and retail workers who are battling on the front lines. Grant them strength, 
endurance, and health that they may return each day to their families. Bestow your Spirit 
of wisdom, understanding, and counsel to the leaders of the world and those that advise 
them in this time of crisis. Give them courage, knowledge, wisdom, and peace to act for 
the good of the people entrusted to their care. Draw them to seek Your wisdom in this 
time of need. P: Lord, in your mercy... 
C: Hear our Prayer 
Lord Jesus, by your Cross and precious Blood, you have redeemed the whole world and 
drawn all people to yourself. We praise and adore you for your great sacrifice and love. 
May the entire world bow down at the sound of your name, and hear the voice of their 
shepherd and King. P: Lord, in your mercy……  
C: Hear our Prayer 
Loving and Gracious God, we ask on behalf of all those who are suffering, living in 
anxiety, fear, guilt, or despair. We pray for all who are ill, in body or mind, and especially 
through who are affected by COVID-19. Slow the spread of the virus and cure all those 
who suffer. Your grace is sufficient for all our needs, and You have promised to be the 
strength of the weary, the hope of those who fear, and the healing of the ill, the fullness 
of those disabled, and the peace of all who are distressed. 
Bless those we name in our hearts before you now... P: Lord, in your mercy……  
C: Hear our Prayer 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy 
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. C: Amen. 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

*Benediction:  
I:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of 
the Father and of the +Son and of the Holy Spirit.    
C: Amen. (sung) 
     (acolytes extinguish the candles) 

*Closing Hymn: Ride On, Ride On in Majesty!  LBW #121 

Ride on, ride on in majesty! Hear all the tribes hosanna cry; O Savior meek, your road 
pursue, with palms and scattered garments strewed. 

Ride on, ride on in majesty! In lowly pomp ride on to die.  O Christ, your triumphs now 
begin o’er captive death and conquered sin. 

Ride on, ride on in majesty! The winged squadrons of the sky look down with sad and 
wond’ring eyes to see the approaching sacrifice. 

Ride on, ride on in majesty! Your last and fiercest strife is nigh.  The Father on his 
sapphire throne awaits his own anointed Son. 

Ride on, ride on in majesty! In lowly pomp ride on to die, bow your meek head to mortal 
pain. Then take, O Christ, your pow’r and reign!                      Text Public Domain 
 



*Dismissal   
I: Be with us through this season, Lord, C: And all our earthly days, 
I: That when the final Easter dawns, C: We join in heaven’s praise. Amen. 
I: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. C: Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude: Partita on “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”: Toccata – Burkhardt  
    + Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress License 7654-L.  §Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish Series C Pt 1. 

 

Theme of the Day: The mood of the Scriptures today takes us from joy and exultation 
as Jesus rode into Jerusalem to sadness and sorrow as he was betrayed and executed. 
The full weight of the events of Jesus’ last days on earth causes us to reflect on our own 
betrayal of Christ. Hearing his cries of forsakenness, we can relate to his suffering; this 
shows us that our God is intimately acquainted with our human experience. 
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MUSIC DIRECTOR                Carol Moscony 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY                     Carol Frey 
MINI SEXTON                                        Jack Hall Jr. 
INTERN                                         Chuck Mann 
Missionaries: Andy Stump in Haiti, Luke & Ruth in the Philippines 
 

SPONSORSHIPS to the Glory of God:  ALTAR FLOWERS in memory of Mr. & Mrs. 
Earl Mann by the Mann family / in memory of Ray & Anna Mary Eisenhart by the family; 
BULLETIN to the glory of God by Jenny Walter BREAD & WINE in honor of the 
wedding anniversary of Peg & Dave Shaffer DVD MINISTRY by Treva Albright PARISH 
MESSENGER: in honor of the wedding anniversary of Will & Alyssa Gausmann by 
Marty & Sandy Albright & family SANCTUARY LAMP: to the glory of God by Richard & 
Mary Keller  

Activities for the week of April 5, 2020 
All activities currently suspended. 

†  
TAKING FAITH HOME – April 5, 2020 

 PALM SUNDAY 
These readings are related to the Lectionary readings for this Sunday.   
 

Sunday Matthew 21:1-11 Jesus enters Jerusalem  
Monday Matthew 21:42-46 The stone the builders rejected  
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Tuesday Matthew 26:6-13 Jesus anointed at Bethany  
Wednesday Matthew 26:14-16 Judas agrees to betray Jesus  
Thursday Matthew 26:17-30 The Last Supper  
Friday Matthew 27:1,33-50 Jesus dies on the cross  
Saturday Matthew 27:57-60 The burial of Jesus  
Sunday Matthew 28:1-10 He has risen! 
 
SCRIPTURE FOR THIS WEEK:  
 “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” Matthew 21:9 (NIRV) 
SAY, PRAY AND BLESS:   
A Prayer for the Week:  
Lord Jesus, our King: Come and rule in our lives so that we are humble and gentle like 
you. Amen.  
Mealtime Prayer:  
Lord Jesus, as we gather this week, may we remember all that you have done for us, 
and all that you call us to do for others. Bless this food to strengthen us in your service. 
Amen.  
A Blessing to Give:  
May Jesus rule as King in your life. May he bless you with his kindness and fill your 
heart with praise. Amen. 

 CARING CONVERSATIONS  
Discuss in your household or small group:  
• Have you ever attended a parade? What do you remember?  
• Jesus was greeted by a large crowd when he entered Jerusalem. If he  

had come to your town or city, how would you have welcomed him?  
• Why do you think Jesus chose to ride on a donkey? What does this say  
to you about him compared to other kings? 

SERVICE  
Make a household act of service a “must” in your observance of Holy Week (e.g. contact 
an elderly neighbor and offer your help with household cleaning or gardening; or prepare 
food to donate to a food pantry supporting the needy).  

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
This week, we remember the journey of Jesus from his entry into Jerusalem to his last 
meal, trial, crucifixion, death and resurrection. These stories are central to our faith. Let 
the structure of Holy Week guide your home activities. It’s especially helpful to plan for 
Friday and Saturday to be quiet, at-home days, with few scheduled activities. Plan 
simple meals and cut back on treats and use of media. Agree on times when you can 
gather together to reflect on the events of Jesus’ Passion. 
 

People and issues to pray for in your devotions this week: For all those throughout 
the world who are suffering from illness, violence, or anguish of any kind and for those 
who care for them, and for those mentioned today including _________________, 


	L:  21 I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation.
	C:  22 The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.
	L:  23 This is the Lord's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
	C:  24 This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
	L:  25 Save us, we pray, O Lord! O Lord, we pray, give us success!
	C:  26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  We bless you from the house of the Lord.
	L:  27 The Lord is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us. Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar!
	C:  28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are my God; I will extol you.
	L:  29 Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever!
	C: Thanks be to God
	SPONSORSHIPS to the Glory of God:  ALTAR FLOWERS in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Earl Mann by the Mann family / in memory of Ray & Anna Mary Eisenhart by the family; BULLETIN to the glory of God by Jenny Walter BREAD & WINE in honor of the wedding anniversary...


